. MANIFESTATIONS OF CHRIST'S POWER IN
PRIVATE MINISTRY
JOHN 15

C. THINGSWHICH JESUS SHARED WITH HISDISCIPLESON THE WAY TO THE
GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE

1. First of al, the Lord Jesus shared with them the kind d relationship they needed to have with
Him(15:1-11).

a

The Lord Jesus used the metaphar of avine andit’s branchesto ill ustrate the
importance of maintaining a constant relationship with Him (1).

He said every branch (believer) in Him that didn't bea fruit the Vinedressr (the
Father) taketh away (2). This amsto indicate that fruitl essbelievers will be taken ou
of thisworld (physicd death) as avinedresser would cut off branches that do na
produce

Jesus said every branch or believer that beaeth fruit the Vinedresser purgeth or cleanses
so that he will produce “more” fruit (2). This processin the believer’slifeiscaried ou
through the deansing and convicting power of God s Word as well as through trials and
chastenings. NoteHeb. 412; 12:11; Jn. 1717; James 1:2,4.

Jesus said His disciples were now clean “because of” the Word which He had spoken
to them (3). Thisno doulb referred to their justification as well as sanctification which
had come when they had believed onHim. Note thistruth isreveded earlier(dn. 1310).

Jesus then commanded His disciplesto abidein Him. (4). He said asabranch can’t
bea fruit unlessit remainsin avine, abdliever couldn't bea fruit unlessheremainsin
fell owship with the Lord.

Jesus then panted ou the results of staying in fellowship with Him (5). They would
bring forth “much fruit.” He mentioned also why this was necessary — they couldn’t
poduwce

Next the Lord Jesus pointed ou the results of not staying in fellowship with Him (6).
Such believerswould be cast forth as branches and consumed. This sansto follow a
parall el of what happened to the unfruitful Israelites who were called God svinein the
O.T. (Ezek. 151-7)

Jesus gated if they would stay in fell owship with Him their prayers would be answered
(7).



Jesus said if they stayed in fell owship they would bea much fruit and thiswould
glorify the Father(8). Thiswould also demonstrate to whom they belonged. This
example was later demonstrated in Acts 11:26.

Noticein verses 9, 10Jesus shared with His disciples how they could abide in Hislove
as He had aboce in His Father’ slove — it is by keeping His commandments.

Finally Jesustold them that abiding in Him or staying in fell owship would produce
fullnessof joy (11). Believersin fell owship with the Lord are happy and joyful.
Unhappy believers are those out of fell owship with the Lord.

2. Seawndy, the Lord Jesus shared with them the kind o relationship they needed to have with
ore ancther (15:12-17).

a

They were mmmanded to love one another as He had loved them (12). Thisinvolved
asacaificia love (Rom. 5:8).

Jesus said the greatest demonstration o love was for aman to de for hisfriends (13).

Jesus then referred to His disciples as His friends (14,15. Hethen pdnted ou the
diff erence between being mere servants and keing friends. He had shared with them
the most intimate thingsin Hislife.

He then told them why He had chasen them and reiterated His command for them to
love one ancther (16-17). The fruit may mean the graces of the Christian life such as
righteous condwct (Rom. 6:21,22 Phil. 1:11) or charader produced by the Holy Spirit
(Gdl. 5:22,23 or it may also refer to converts won to Christ (Rom. 1:13).

3. Thirdly, the Lord Jesus shared the kind d relationship they would experiencein the world
(15:18-27).

a

He said the world would hate them because He had chasen them out of the world
(18,19.

He exhorted them to remember a principle concerning this matter (20).
He mentioned why those of the world would hate believers (21).

He mentioned why those of the world had hated Him (22-24). He had demonstrated by
Hiswords and His works that God had sent Him and through their rejection they had
hated bah Him and His Father aswell. This He said was a fulfilli ng of the Scriptures
(25). NoticePsa. 3519; 69:4).

Finally He painted ou that the Holy Spirit will testify of Him when He came and they
also would be witnesses (26,27). NoticeJn. 168-11; Acts 5:32 fulfillswhat is
prophesied here.



QUESTIONSWHICH WE MAY APPPLY TO OUR LIVES

1. What does it mean in verse four to abide in Christ?

2. How isthis accomplished and maintained?

3. How can you prove that verse six is nat referring to lossof one' s salvation?

4. How can the believer’slife glorify God according to verse 15.8?

5. Acoording to verse 15:10 what will keep the believer abiding in Christ?

6. What does verse 15:19 intimate ébou a bdliever?

7. What can abeliever exped from the world according to verses 18, 2@

8. What pradicd application can we make from 15:207?

9. Acoording to verse 5, what is necessary for the believer to bring forth fruit?

10. According to verse 2, what can the fruitful Christian exped in hislife?




15:2,6
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EXPOSITORY NOTES

These verses have often been used to suppat the agument that a believer can lose his
salvation. It shoud be noted however that such an interpretation would be contradictory
to the dea teachings of the whole New Testament. Savationisafreegift andit iseterna
(Eph. 28,9, Jn. 524; Rom. 5:15-17; Jn. 10:28-30).

One shoud kegy in mind that this metaphar of the vine and the branches is deding with
fellowship and fruit bearing and nd with being saved o losing salvation.

Thaose cat away here are unfaithful and urfruitful believers who remain ou of fellowship
and are cat into the fires of affliction and trials which owertake them and consume their
lives. This ssemsto foll ow the parall el of what happened to Israd who was God' s
unfruitful vineinthe O.T. (Ezek. 151-7).

Noticethe word “abide” (meno) occurs ten timesin this passage and means the
maintenance of an unlkroken relationship with the Lord or staying in fell owship with Him.

There ae cetain results for those who maintain this relationship. First there will be
purging in their lives to produce more fruit (15:2). Secondy abiding insures much fruit
(15:5). Thirdly thisfruitfulnesswill glorify God (15:8). Abiding will result in the
believer’s prayers being answered (15:7) and will aso producejoy in the believer’'slife
(15:11).

The word for “taketh away” (airo) can be translated as “taketh away” asin Jn. 1:29 a as
“taketh ug’. Some take thisto mean that the Lord lifts up urfruitful believers as one
would afruitlessbranch to get more light and air so it will produce

Others take thisword to mean that unfruitful believerswill be “taken away” asin physicd
deah (1 Cor. 11:30).

Still others take this referenceto mean fal se professors who will be taken away because
they produce no fruit because they have nolife. The agument isthat every believer will
produce some fruit. Onething isfor sure, we know it does not refer to abeliever losing his
Salvation.

It would seem, foll owing the pradice described in this metaphar, that thiswould refer to
unfruitful believers being dsciplined and taken out of thisworld through physicd deah
becaise they live asinful life.






