
I T HESSALONIANS 
  

Chapte r 1 

I.  PAUL’ S ESTEEM FOR THE T HESSALONI ANS (1:1-10)  
A. Re veale d i ts el f i n hi s pr ayer s and r emembr ance of 
th em ( 1 - 4)  

1.  He was a l ways thankf ul to  God for  the m and 
therefo r e pr ayed for  the m. Wh en w e est eem 
fellow belie vers , we will t hank God f or t hem 
in our pr ayer s ( 2 ) .  

2. The reason Pa ul was thankful f or the Thessaloni ans 
and prayed for t hem was because  he couldn’t stop  
remembering their work of f aith, t heir labor  of 
love, an d their patience of hope i n Christ ( 3 ) .  
Verses 9 and 10 express these thr ee things : they  
turned to God fr om idols ( work of fai t h) ,  t hey 
ser ved th e li vin g and tr ue God (la bor of love),  
and they waited f or the Lord’s re t urn (p ati ence o f 
hope).  

3. Based upon t hese evi dences Paul knew t hey w er e 
God’ s elect-that is save d peopl e ( 4).  

B. Gre w out of t he e xample t hey h ad s et (5-10)  

1. Fir st of al l , whe n t hey h ear d t he wor d t hey set an 
exa mpl e by believing it because t hey knew what  
manner of men Paul and his followers were ( 5 ) .  

a. Ofte ntime s people don ’ t be l iev e the go spel 
because they don ’ t know that th e messengers 
are with them for th eir sa kes.  

b. Beca use t he T hessalon i ans beli eved wha t the y 
heard fro m Paul, the  gospel cam e t o them in  
power and or "ev en" in the Holy S pirit and  
there was much ass ur ance t hat H e was w or ki ng 
i n t hei r m i dst .  

2. Seco ndly, the Thessal onian bel i evers s et an  

example by  becoming follo wers of  t he Lord’s  servan t s    
and the Lord ( 6 ) .  

a. The evide nce t hat the  Thes salo nians be came 
followe r s was se en i n t he af f li ct i on t hey 
bor e upon r ece i vi ng Word. Note 2:1 4 

b. But along with the affliction they had, as 



Paul and the ot hers had, j oy of t he H oly 
Spi r it.  

3. Thir dly, t he Thessalo nian beli evers set  
       an ex ample by  t he way t hey witn essed (7 - 10).  
  

 a. T hey w er e a n exampl e - t o a l l t he b el i ever s 
i n Macedoni a and Achaia (7) .  

b. The r easo n th ey were exampl es as               
witness es is  bec ause t hey s ounded out th e Wor d      
of t he Lo r d no t o nly in  Macedoni a and Ac hai a but i n 
eve r y pla ce( 8 ) .                 

c. Su ch w as t he Word a bout the          
Thess alon i ans sp r ead t hat Paul s ai d i n o t her p l aces 
t her e w as n o n eed t o s peak o f t hei r f ai t h. F ol ks             
had a l r eady h eard ( 8 ) .  

d. Pa ul sa i d in oth er pl ace s t hey sh ow or 
re por t h ow t he Thess alo nia ns be l i eved an d 
tur ned to G od f r om i dol s t o se r ve t he l i vi ng 
and t ru e G od ( 9 ) .  

e. Wh i l e ser vin g God, t he wor d was out about 
th e Thessa l onia ns that th ey wer e w ait i ng fo r 
God’s  son fr om heave n whom He h ad r ai sed 
( 1 0 ) .  

f. Th e w or d “ delivered” i s pr ese nt t ens e a nd 
sh oul d b e rendered " who delivers" from  the 
wrath to come. The wra t h h ere has refer ence to 
the t r ibu l ati on period and the  del ive r ance at 
the ra ptu r e wh en Chr i st wi l l cat ch u p 
bel i ever s.  

 


