
I THESSALONI ANS 4: 1- 12 

V.  PAUL’ S EXHORTATI ONS T O THE T HESSALONIA NS (4 : 1- 12)  

A. We r e fo r t hem to ha ve a  wal k th at wo ul d abound mor e 
and mor e in ple asi ng Go d ( 1 - 8 ).  

1.  Such a wa l k in vol ved fo l lo wi ng t he Lor d’ s commands 
(1-2) . Thi s i s w hat Paul and his f ello w-wo r ker s had 
give n th e Thessalonian believers .  

2.  Such a w al k I nv ol ve d conduc t i ng th emsel ves 
pr oper l y i n sen sual m at t er s ( 3- 8).  

a.  G od’ s wi l l in such m att er s was t hat t hey 
sh oul d a bs t ai n fr om fo r ni ca t i on. Thi s was 
al so t heir s anc ti fi cat i on or a t hi ng f ro m 
whi ch t hey m us t b e " set apart". There c an b e 
no pl easi ng G od when a  Chr i sti an’ s walk 
involves fornica t ion because that  is against  
God’s wi l l (3) .  

b.  G od’s wil l i n this mat t er was for  t hem t o 
know how to pos sess t hei r vesse l s in 
san cti f ic at i on a nd h onor (4-5) .  Note th i s 
meant t hey w er e n ot t o conduct t hemsel ves 
lik e t he unsaved usi ng t hei r bo di es i n t he 
lust of sensua l i t y.  

C.  God’s  wi l l in th ese ma t t ers w as t hat no m an 
def r aud hi s b r ot her i n n ot " any" but " the" 
mat t er ( 6 ) .  The def r audin g o r wr ongi ng a 
bro t her meant having hi s wi fe t hr ough a 
yiel dedness t o s ensual lus t end covet ous nsss. 
Paul sai d t he Lor d wil l a ve nge t hose who do  
so.  

d. Th e r eason f or conduct in g t hemsel ves p r oper l y 
in th ese matt ers was re l at ed t o God’s cal l f or 
the m. He ha d cal l ed t hem t o a hol y li f e not 
an unc l ean l if e.  

e. Paul said he therefore that" despiseth" or  rather 
" rejecteth" this counsel was not rejecting the 
message of men but God whose will they had made 
known by the Holy Spi r it ( 8 ) .  

B. Were for them to have a love that would increase 
more and mor e t owar d t he B r et hr en ( 9-10).  

 



1.Paul said this is something that you already know – 
to love  t he b r eth r en -  because G od h as t aught y ou t hat 
( 9 ) .  

 
2. Fr om what Pa ul says h er e a bout t heir l ove f or th e 
br et hre n in all M acedon i a, we s ee th at the i r l ove was n ot 
confi ned t o some li ttl e gr oup o r even the i r own c hur ch 
fol ks ( 10) . Note t hei r exhor t at io n w as no t t o st op or 
re mai n t he s ame but to i ncr ease more and  more.  

C. Were f or th em t o have a g ood t est imony bef or e t hose unsaved 
(11 , 12)  

1.  T o have a  good testi mony mea nt th ey nee ded t o s t udy t o be  
qui et .  In o t her w or ds t hey needed t o be " ambitious" f or 
a quiet and peacef ul lif e whi ch would magni f y C hris t 
rathe r than t rying to  keep up wit h th e ambitions of t he 
world. Note I T i m. 2:2 ; Phi l. 1:20.  

2.  To have a  good t est imony m eant t hey n eeded t o do t hei r 
own b usi ness. This means t o s t ay o ut of t he a f f air s of 
ot her s. The Christian canno t have a good testim ony if he 
goes abo ut as a bu sy-body t ryin g to attend t o oth er 
people’ s bus i ness.  Most who do, do n’ t t ake c are o f t hei r 
own! We al l h ave enough busi ness of our own to K eep us 
busy i f we w il l do it.  

 

3.  T o have a  good test i mony mea nt th ey had  to work with their 
own hands.  Ther e wa s no d oubt a  mi sunder st andi ng among 
the Thessalo nian s a bout Chr i st’ s re t ur n. A  number of t hem 
thought beca use o f their t rial s they were in the  
tribulation, so th ey had quit their j obs and were waitin g 
for the coming of t he Lord.  These w er e t hen l iv i ng of f  
ot her s i n t he Churc h.  To wor k is w hat Paul ha d c ommanded 
th em (I I Thes.3:10). That th i s is necessary for  a good  
testimon y is su bstant i ated in Col. 3: 22- 25; 4:5.  

4.   Not e t he r eason f or ha vi ng a  qui et li f e, t endi ng t o one’s  
own business a nd w orking with his  own hands  is so th e 
Christian might wal k, honestly not " toward” but " face to face 
with" the unsaved. ( 12).  Another reas on is  so he won’t be 
lacking. In o t her word s h e’ l l b e abl e to pr ovid e f or hi s o wn.  

5.  This exhortati on to have a good t estimony cannot be over-
emphasi zed.  Lack o f a  good t est i mony bef ore th e unsaved is 
no doubt one o f th e biggest hindr ances to one’s own chur ch 
and the work of the Lord. When Christians  can’t honestly face  
tho se unsaved gr eat det ri ment is do ne. How many are th er e 
who ho l d t he excuse of hy pocr ite s i n t he chur ches as t hei r 
reason f or not r esponding to  the cl aims of  Chris t ? 

 


