
                   I THESSALONIANS 4:13-1 8 
 
VI. PA UL’ S ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE TH ESSALONI ANS (4 : 1 3 - 5 :1 1 )  
 
  A. Was a Revelation concerning those who had died. 

1.  It was gi ven so t hey wo uld n’ t sor r ow l ik e  

   t he un saved ( 13).  

a. Some  of t he T hessalon i an b elie vers had  
apparen t ly died since Paul was wi t h them.  
Some were no dou bt sorrowing beca use they  
thought their lo ved ones who die d i n C hr i st 
woul d n ot s har e i n t he b l essi ngs of t he Lord ’ s 
return. Cons equently the y wer e so r rowin g 
j ust l i ke t hose who h ad l ost u nsaved l oved 
ones.  

b. Paul ’ s re vela t ion to t hem about their l oved 
ones wa s f or t his p ur pose -  so t hey w oul dn’ t 
sor r ow l i ke o t her s.  

2. It p ointe d out to the m tha t th eir love d 
one wou l d be resurrect ed ( 14-1 6).  

a. He s aid t hose  " who sleep in Jesus", me aning 
the sav ed who ha d di ed, wo uld be br ought back 
wit h Chri st ( 1 4 ) .  Accor di ng t o I I C or . 5:8  
when a b el i ever di es h e i s presen t " with the 
Lord" although h i s body lies in t he grave. 
When Chr ist comes at the  rapt ure t hose 
departe d saints will come with Hi m and their  
souls will be re uni t ed w i t h t hei r bodi es.  

b. Conc ernin g th ose dead  miss i ng out, Pau l sai d 
those w ho are al i ve when the Lo r d comes  will 
not " prevent" or " precede" (go bef ore) those  
who are dead i n C hrist (15). The word  her e 
is stat ed em phat i cally -  they " may never 
never go first " .  

c. Conc ernin g th e order and e vent s of thi s 
resurre ction Paul is very speci f i c:  

1. Firs t ly, t he Lord wil l des cend from 
heaven with a " shout" or  lite r all y 
" a word of command". His voice wi l l 
be authoratative  as that of an  
archangel and a s God’ s t r umpet 
si gni f yi ng a g r eat e vent.  

 2. Secondly, wh en His Word of co mmand is  



given those dead  i n C hr i st s hal l " stand 
up again" o r b e r esur r ect ed.  

3.Third l y, t hose who  are aliv e shall be  
caught up wi t h them in  the clo uds( 1 6 ) .  

 
3.It shared the mystery of the rapture with 
  them ( 1 7 ) .  

a.  Af t er t he d ead i n Chr i st h ave b een r esur r ect ed   
t her e w i l l b e a " catching up" o f a l l l i vi ng 
bel i ever s t oget her in t he c l ouds.  

b.  Thi s i s t he s ame tr ut h P aul s har ed w it h t he 
Cor i nt hi ans (I Co r. 15:51:53)  and wil l f ul f i l l 
th e Lord’s promi se given to His di sciple s in Jn.  
14:1-3).  

c.  Paul gives the purpose of this 
" catching up ” .  I t will be for a 
meeting with the Lord in the air. 

4.It was given to comfort those whose loved ones 
had died in Chri st (17-18).  

d.  Not on l y woul d t here be a r esur r ecti on of 
the i r l oved ones who die d in Chri st but  
there w ould also be  a reunion wit h them 
when the Lord comes. 

e.  Note when this all takes place we   
will " always be" wit h t he Lor d. P aul 
sai d t o use th ese wor ds to  comfor t one 
anoth er (1 8).  

 


