Timothy 5:17-25

Having addressed how Timothy was to regard
othersin thelocd church and to minister concerning
widows, Paul now gives him some guidelines to foll ow
concerning elders.

Verses 17-21 ded with honaing, defending and
disciplining of elders.

Verses 22-25 ded with the matter of chocsing and
ordaining others to serve.

It shoud be noted that there was a plurality of
pastorsin the ealy churches with ore pastor serving as
oversea. Timothy wasthe oversee inthe durch at
Ephesus like Titus was the oversea over the durches at
Crete (Titus 1:5). Thisis smilar to the set upin larger
churches today where thereis abus pastor, avisitation
pastor, a murseling pastor, and an asgstant pastor and
asciate pastors. Note Phil 1:1.

Over time the leadership o locd churches was
reduced to that of one pastor who was asgsted by a cetain
number of deaons.

V. 17- From this verse some have concluded that alocd
church shoud have ruling elders and teading elders. This
isthe set upin the Presbyterian church. But it seems rather
that Paul isreferring to two groups of pastors. Those who
had regular employment and those who served full-timein
the ministry.

Acoording to Paul's instructions Timothy and the
church were to give doulde hona to the pastors who served
well. Hona no doulh refersto resped for their position so



doulde hona would mean resped as well asfinancid
reimbursement as it doesin 5:3.

Giving doulde hona was espeaally in order for
those who were full-time and had no dher occupations or
employment.

V. 18- Paul used an OT Scripture andaNT quaation o
the Lord Jesusto prove that the pastor is worthy of being
recompensed. Some have ontended that pastors sioudd na
be paid bu the N.T. mandatesthisfor alocd church and
anyone avare of ministry demands redizesit's not an easy
or littlework. Notel Cor. 9:1-14.

V.19,20- Timothy is given instruction for deding with
pastors who are acaised o things and pastors who are
foundguilty of things.

No acasation was to be believed unessit could be
substantiated by at least two witnesses. Thisfoll owed the
requirements acaording to O.T. law and also for discipline
aslad ou intheN.T. (Matt. 1815-18).

It shoud be noted sincethe pastor occupies a
pasition d spiritual resporsibility this makes him a speaal
target for the devil's assaults. If the devil can tempt and
entice apastor to sin he can dogrea harm to alocd church.

To proted the pastors Timothy was to get the fads
first before he took any adion and the way to dothiswasto
hea the witnesses.

Someone has sid "where there's snoke thereis
fire" Thismay be agoodslogan for afire department but
when it comesto alocd church it doesn't apply.
Somebody's tongue muld be"set onfire of hell" as James
describes (Jas. 3:6).



This means unlesswitnesses can corrobarate an
acasationa durch isnot to accept or ad uponthings
concerning a pastor.

V. 20- Paul says pastors who are foundguilty are to be
rebuked before dl. In thisprocedure he shoud be given
the oppatunity to repent and if he does he shoud be
forgiven (Il Cor. 26-11).

It shoud be kept in mind that the purpase for
church dsciplineisrestoration and nd revenge.

V. 21- Paul instructs Timothy to cary out church
discipline onthose who sin withou pregjudice and without
partiality.

It shoud be noted that church dsciplineisnat an
easy matter. Theruleis- pullic sinrequires puldic
confessonand private sin require private mnfesson.

V. 22- Timothy is warned abou chocsing individuals to
serve. Oftentimes immature and inexperienced Christians
areplacel in pasitions or resporsibility and thisleadsto big
problemsin a church.

Timothy wasto kegp hmself pure dso from
asciations with the sins of others.

Oftentimes young people hang aroundwith those
who have abad reputation. If you're seen with those who
drink or do drugs youll have the same kind d reputation.
The Bible says "abstain from al appeaances..." and that
"bad company corrupts goodmorals’ (I Thess 5:22; | Cor.
15:33).



V. 23- Timothy isinstructed to drink alittl e wine for
medicinal purposes. It could be that Timothy had stomach
problems and this was associated with problems from
choasing the wrong individuals to serve.

It'safad it can be upsetting when peoplein a
church dorit servethe Lord like they shoud...

Timothy may have been avictim of contaminated
water that is gill aproblem in many parts of the world

today.

Thisverse shodd na be taken as an excuse to
induge in drinking alcohdic beverages. In ou cultureit
would be hard for a Christian to drink and present a good
testimony for Christ.

V. 24- Paul pointsout a cetain truth that coincides with
his sledion d choasing othersto serve. Some men's Sns
are up-front like the drunkard whois known by the whde
community. Other men's snsare hidden for atime. Thisis
illustrated in the life of the husband who caries ona seaet
love dfair with another woman. People may bein the dark
for awhile but eventually it will come out.

What seansto beintimated here isthe neal to
observe individuals for atime and prove them before
pladng them in pasitions which could jeopardize the
testimony of alocd church.

V. 25- Just asthe sins of certain men are up-front and
others are reveded later, so it iswith godly servants. In
some you can seetheir goodworks up-front. With athers
their good deeds may not be seen immediately but their
charader and condwct will reved itself over time through
various testings and trials.



Let me say that trials have away of reveding the
depths of our spirituality. Some folks go to pieces and
explode when the least littl e thing comes their way. But
some present such aswed testimony in the degoest vall eys.

Thiswhole passage seams to be deding with two essential
things. Charader and condwct. How we live demonstrates
what we redly are!

What isYour Conduct Saying About Your Character?
The condict of some persons...

|. REVEALSTHAT THEY LACK CHRISTIAN
CHARACTER BECAUSE THEY DON'T SERVE THE
LORD ASTHEY SHOULD.

II. REVEALSTHAT THEY LACK CHRISTIAN
CHARACTER BECAUSE THEY ARE IDENTIFIED
WITH UNSAVED PEOPLE.

[lI. REVEALSTHAT THEY LACK CHRISTIAN
CHARACTER BECAUSE THEIR LIVESARE
FRUITLE SSFOR THE LORD.



