
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

CHAPTER ONE 

"T HE THI NGS 

WHI CH THOU HAST 

SEEN"  

I.  THE  INTRODUCTION OF THIS BOOK (1 -3)  

A.  Give s us fi r st of all t he sub j ect of the  Book ( 1 ) .   
The word  revela t i on comes f rom th e G reek wor d apoca l ypse 
and mean s " unv e i l i ng" so this  Book is an unveili ng of  
Jesus Ch r ist in 1 a way not  seen h i t hertofore.  

B.  Tells us why  this revelation i s given and the  
channel by which  it came ( 1 , 2 )  

1.  This  pro phet ic wor d about t he Lo r d J esus Chr i st 
is giv en " to  show Hi s ser van t s t hi ngs whic h must 
shor t ly (sudd enl y) come to  pass  ( 1 )  .  

2.  Thi s w or d d id n ot o r i gi nat e wi t h J ohn b ut i t ca me 
t hr ough a f our f ol d s equence o f t ra nsmi ssi on.  God 
gave i t t o C hr i st - Christ gave it to an angel -  
an angel gave it  to John and John  bor e wi t ness to 
th e chur ches of w hat he s aw ( 2 ) .  

C.  Promises a threefold spiritual  blessing for us  

To consider ( 3 ) .  

1.  He th at r eadet h i t wi ll be  ble ss ed.  

2.  He t hat hea r eth it  will be blessed .  

3.  Thi r dl y h e t hat k eepet h t he t hi ngs t hat a r e 
wr i t t en i n i t w il l be b l ess ed.  

I I .   THE SALUTA TION OF JOHN TO THE CHURCHES (4-8) 

A.  Is on e of gr ace a nd peace t o t hem ( 4 ) . We shoul d 
not e t hat gra ce al ways pr ecedes pe ace a nd i t only 
comes t hr ough Je sus Christ.  

B.  Comes t o t hem fr om God t he Fath er, t he Son,  

and th e Holy Spi r it.  



1.  The referenc e to "Hi m who is and who was,  
and who is to come" is a referenc e to God th e 
Father.  

2.  " And f r om t he s even s pi r i t s wh o  ar e b ef or e 
Hi s t hr one" i s a  reference to G od the  Spirit.  

3.  "And from Jesus Christ" is God the Son.  

C.  Magni f i es t he L or d J esus b y re f er r i ng t o H i s 
wonder f ul p er son and marve l ous work on our be hal f 
(5 - 8)  

1.  He i s s ai d to b e t he f ai t hf ul wi t ness a nd 
t hi s i s w hat H e was revealing Go d t o men ( J n.  
1 4 : 9 ; - Heb.  1 : 1 -3 ) .  He was  fa i th f ul unto 
death (P hi l . 2 : 8 ) .  2.  Notice as first 
begotten of the dead He is the firstfruits 
of the resurrect i on (I Cor . 15:2 3 ;  I Tim.  
6 : 1 5 , 1 6 ) .  

3.  He is sai d t o be the Prince o f the Kings o r 
the One who reigns as Supreme Sovereign ( 5 )  
Note Col.  1 : 1 6 , 1 7 .  

4.  He i s th e One that " l ovet h" u s ,  gave 
Himself as  a sacri f ic e, and sh ed Hi s bl ood 
for ou r si ns ( 5 ) .  

5.  He is the O ne that provided  us  access into  
the presence of God to offer spiritua l 
sacrific es unto  Him ( 6 ) Note Heb . 
1 3 : 1 5 , 1 6 ;  I Pet. 2 : 9 .  

6.  He is the One that will come again in power 
and glory and bring about r epent ance f or I sr ael 
as a n at i on( 7 )   compar e Matt.  2 4 : 3 0 .  

7.  Finally Christ is identified as the one co-
equal and co-eternal with t he Fath er ( 8 ) .  

III.   THE T HI NGS SURROUNDI NG JOHN'S VI SI ON ( 9- 10)  

A.  Poi nt o ut t o us t hat John wa s be in g p er secut ed 
ju st li ke o t her Chris t ia ns and had been exi l ed 
for hi s t est imony f or Chr i st ( 9 )  

B.  I nt i mat e t o us t hat John w as c aught u p i n t he 
Spi r i t i nt o he aven wher e he w as able t o s ee b eyond 
th e c hur ch a ge t o th e t hi ngs which would come to  
pass (10) .  



IV.  THE VOICE WHICH JOHN HEARD (10-11)  

A.  Came f r om t he Lord Je sus C hri st ( 1 0 ) .   These names 
pre sent Hi m as th e eternal God.  

B.  Commanded him to write what he saw and send it to the 
seven churches in Asia ( 1 1 ) . 

V.  THE VISION WHICH JOHN SAW (12-16)  

A.  Involved first of all seven golden candlesticks 
or lampstands ( 1 2 )  These lampst ands 
represented the seven churches in Asia and 
their work of giving forth spiritual light in a 
world filled with dar kness (1 :20)  

B.  Presented the Lord Jesus in a completely 
different way from how John had k nown H i m and 
seen Him (13 - 16 ) .  
1.  H e was in the  midst of t he s even l ampst ands or 
churc hes ( 1 3 ) .  

2.  He was c lo t hed wit h garment s as of a pri est 
and ju dge ( 1 3 ) . Not i ce Aaron' s r obe ( Ex.  
2 8 : 2 ) .  

3.  His hair was l i ke wool and white as snow ( 1 4 ) .   
This symbolizes  wi sdom as t he e t er nal One.  

4.  His eyes were l ike a flame of fir e ( 1 4 ) .   This 
symbolizes His abi l ity to see the innermost 
impurities in those who stand before Him.  

5.  His feet symbolize divine judgment (Ex.  3 8 : 3 0 ) .  

6.  His voice sounded like many waters and symbolizes 
His authority over al l (Phil. 2:10-1 1, Psa. 29:2 -
10).  

7.  In His right h and He held seven s t ars ( 1 6 ) .  These 
symbolized the angels or messenge r s o f the seven  
churches ( 1 : 2 0 ) .   Since the Gr eek wor d f or 
angel i s t he same fo r m essenger i t no doubt 
re f er s t o t he past or s of t hese ch ur ches.  

8.  Out of His mouth w ent a two-edged swo r d ( 1 6 ) .   
This symbolizes  Hi s j udgment upon t he wi ck ed to s l ay 
th em. 

 

 



 

9.  Finally Hi s countenance wa s like the s un 
shining ( 1 6 ) . This symbolizes th e glory o f 
the risen Saviour similar to what th e 
apostles saw on  the Mount when Christ was  
transfigured before the m ( Mat t. 17:2) .  

V I .   THE WAY JOHN REACTED TO WHAT HE SAW 

A.  Was t o fa l l a t His feet  i n r ever entia l fear and   

respe ct b efor e Him ( 7 )  

B.  Was met with some comforting words from the  

    Lord Jesus  which  identified Him as the  

    resurrected Lord with power over death and  

    hades ( 1 8 )  .  

VII. THE COMMAND WHICH THE LORD GAVE TO JOHN  

A.  Was to write a bout three things i n particular 
( 1 9 ) .   These th r ee areas form a natural division 
of the Book of Revelation.  

B.  Was followed by an explanation of the mystery of the 
seven stars and the sev en l ampst ands ( 2 0 ) .  

 


