#3 SOME PERSONAL APPLICATIONS FROM
THE CHRISTMAS STORY
(Matt. 1:18-25; L uke 2:1-20)

Notice...
[. ANILLUSTRATION OF LOVE AND COMPASSION (Matt. 1:18,19)

A. Love and compasson led Josephto show mercy toward Mary (19)

According to ariental customs regarding marriage there was anine
months betrothal periodin which a coude was legally espoused.
During thistimeif awoman was foundto be unfaithful her espoused
(or engaged) husband hed the right to have her stoned as a puldic
example (Dt. 2213-21).

Thisisthe right which Joseph hed acoording to the law, bu because of
hislove and compassonfor Mary, he was "not willi ng" to doit.

The law prescribed the same sentencefor an adulterous wife (Dt. 2222)
and on or occasion the self-righteous Pharisees caught such awoman
and krought her to the Lord Jesus (Jn. 83-11). It waslove and
compasson that moved the Lord Jesus to show mercy uponthis woman.
Thisiswhat was ladking in the heats of the religious Pharisees. They
were foll owing the letter of the law but because they had nolove or
compasson upon thersthey showed nomercy (Mk 1228-33,

Matt. 2323).

B. Love and compasson led Josephto take adifferent course (19)
Joseph hed in ismind to "put her away privately."

Red Christ-like love and compassonwill | ead usto help athers even
though it appeas that they have dore wrong and deserve judgment.

II. AMATTER OF BEARING REPROACH (24,25)
A. Beaing reproad invalveslove

Because Joseph loved Mary he was willi ng to bea the reproad of
her suppased urfaithfulness

Apparently Mary and her firstborn son were the subjeds of reproac
aswe mnsider the dharge of the Pharisees against Christ (Jn. 841).

B. Beaing reproadh invalves faith



Wefindin thisacourt that Joseph, in the faceof such urreasonable and
imposgble arcumstances, believed what the angel from God hed told
him.

It took faith for Josephto bea all the things that others had to say
abou the one he loved.

So it iswith those who love the Lord.

[Il. THE PROBLEM OF OVER-CROWDEDNESS (Lk. 2:7)

A. Thesimplereasonfor the over-crowdedness

The littl e town of Bethlehem was fill ed with people who came to be
registered and taxed in their own city. And the people were smply
complying with Caesar's deaee
Just as there was areason for the over-crowdednessat Jesus birth so
itisin ou day. Everyoneslifeis smply filled upwith ahost of demands
which seems impassble to fulfill .

B. The shameful results of being overcrowded

Because of the aowds in the littl e town of Bethlehem the innthere was
al fill ed upand there was no room for Mary, Joseph, and the Christ-chil d.

The principle isthe samein ou own day - there's noroom for the Saviour
in people'slives becaise He has been crowded out by other things.

IV. THE EXAMPLE WHICH WASSET BY THE SHEPHERDS (Lk 2:15-20)

A. The shepherds went and foundthe Saviour whowas born (15,16.
Thisought to be the first order of businessin everybody's life (Mt. 6:33).

B. The shepherdstold athers what they had seen and head (17).

Thisiswhat God wants usto do- to spreal the good rews of Christ
to athers (Matt. 2819,20. "Whil e going make disciples.”

C. The Shepherds glorified and praised God for what they were blessd to see
and rea (20).

We shoud never take our salvation and the blessngs of God for granted.
We shoud rather expressgratitude (Mt. 1315,16 Lk 4:25-27).






