. ANINTRODUCTION TO THE THINGS
REGARDING THE CHURCH

There ae several goodreasons why believers sroud study the doctrines
concerning the dhurch and come to soundBiblicd conclusions regarding it.

First of all, the dhurch isthe only God-ordained institution through which God's
people ae cdled uponto serve Him in this dispensation. While many may be deli nquent
or derelict concerning this duty, it doesn't alter thisfad. The Scriptures will also
substantiate the fad that the church has been given atwo-fold commissonfrom the Lord
to win the lost to Christ and to disciple them in the things of the Lord (Matt. 2819,20.

Sewndy, unesspeople have aproper Biblica understanding of what the dhurch
isand what it is commisgoned to do,it will | ead them to espouse @roneous purposes for
itsexistence Andthis then will | ead them to either wrong or secondary pradices and
relationships with athersin thisworld. Two examples of this truth can be seen in the
Salvation Army organization and the YMCA.

A third reason to study church dactrine relates then to philosophy of ministry or
how its two-fold commissonisto be caried ou. The Scriptures st forth speafic
instructions as to "what" the dhurch is suppased to be engaged in and "how" it isto fulfill
itsmisgon. Oftentimes today, persona talents are cnfused with spiritual giftsand all
kinds of methods are eanployed which vadll ate between the ridiculous and what is
Scripturaly right. To say the least pragmatism is the order of the day and anything which
seansto produceresultsis utilized. There ae gospel-rock music concerts, power-tean
demonstrations, martial arts andthe list goeson! What is often employed is rightly
named "para-church ministries’ and has nothing to dowith the loca church. The
questionis - does anything go o shoud we follow Biblicd mandates?

Finally, the view that one takes regarding the dhurch will diredly affed his
eschatologicd views. For example, some espouse the mvenant theology view that Israd
(God's people in the Old Testament) beames the church (God's peoplein the New
Testament). Thisview poses abig problem for beli evers regarding the rapture of the
church andthe tribulation period after the rapture. The Scriptures will substantiate
however that God hes threedistinct program with the Jews, the Gentil es, and the dhurch
of God (I Cor. 10:32). These must be viewed separately and must not be confused as
some aroneously do.

A study therefore of church dactrine will no doulh benefit every believer and help
him to stay moored to Biblicd truths and stee him ontheright tradc spiritualy.



