
 

  MODERATE A ND SOCIAL DR I NKING 

I.  WHAT THE WORD OF GOD HAS T O SAY ON THI S SUBJECT 

A.  As far as the Old Testament is concerned 

1.  The Word of God in the 0. T. shows us how 
that wine and other intoxicating beverages 
were consumed. 

a.  Wine was apparently consumed as a 
social part of Hebrew 1ife a s a 
cheerin g bev erag e and we  find it  w as 
used on  speci al an d f est i ve o ccasi ons. 
( Jud. 9_: l 3 ; Psa. 2 3 : 5 ;  1 0 4 : 1 5 ) .   
There is no evid ence however to s upport 
widespread usage among the common 
people.  It seems to have been a 
luxury reserved for wealthier 
individuals. 

b.  We f in d a ls o th at wi ne and 
in t ox i cati ng be ve ra ges w ere used as 
an anesthetic for those who were in 
pain or dying (Pr ov. 31:4- 7 ).  

2.  N ot i ce w hil e dr i nk i ng wi ne was a pa r t of 
Hebre w s oc i al l i fe, we find that over-
indulgence or drunkenness was something 
strickly conde mned (Isa. 5 :11 ,12 ;  Prov. 
2 0 : 1 ) .  

3.  The Word of God shows us how wine and other 
intoxicating beverages wer e a bused a nd h ow t hey 
became a g r eat so ci al e vi l a mong t he Jewish 
people as well as others. 

a.  S ome exampl es of such abuse can be 
se en i n Noah 's  l if e (Gen.  9 : 2 1 ) ; in 
Lot's lif e (Gen.  19 : 33 - 3 5 ),  i n 
David's life a s f ar as Uriah wa s 
concerned (II  Sam. 1 1 : 1 3 ) ;  and in 
the life of Be nhadad, King of S yr i a (I 
Kings 2 0 : 1 6 ) .  

b.  There is no doubt that drinking had 
become a great social ev i l when we l ook 
at th e w ay t he pr ophet s a nd o t hers such 



as Solomon denounced it (Isa.5_: 11,12,22 ; 
28 : 1- 8;  56:11;  Amos 6 : 6 ;  Pr ov. 23:2 9-3 3).  

4.  The Word of God points out certain persons 
who were strictly forbidd en fr om drinking 
wine an d int oxic atinq be verag es.  

a .  The O.T. priests who ministered about the 
sanctuary were t o abst ai n f r om wi ne and st r ong 
dr i nk ( Lev. 10:9 ; Ezek . 44 : 21 ) .  Failure to 
observe this was apparently involved in the 
death of Nadab  and Abihu  (Lev. 1 0 : 1 , 2 ) .  

 
 b.Another  gro up of individu als who were  

forbidden from drinking wine  a nd stron g 
drink were the Nazirite s dur ing the dur atio n 
of t heir vow s (Nu m. 6 : 3 ; A mos 2 : 12).  

  
       c. We also see th at_wine_and intoxicat i ng beverages, were  

not to b e consumed by th ose s uch a s kings an d 
princes who had  t o make j udgment s i n d i ff er ent 
mat te r s (Prov . 31 : 4  , 5) .  

   5. T he Wor d of  God poi nts o ut ce r tain pe r sons who  
absta i ned f r om dr i nki ng w i ne o r st r ong dr i nk 
because of it ' s potentia l pro blems .  

a.  Some o f th ese in cl ude D ani el a nd hi s 
compani ons w ho w er e taken in the Baby l onian 
captivity (Dan. 1 :8-16) .  

b.  The R echabi t es ar e so me o t her s who 
re f r ain ed f r om d ri nki ng any k i nd o f 
in t oxic at i ng bever age a nd t hey di d t hi s 
simply out of obedi ence and respe ct t o their 
father Jonadab’ s c ommand (Jer. 35:5-1 5).  

    B.  As fa r as the Ne w Testa ment is concer ned 

1.The Wor d of God  i n the N . T . shows t hat w i ne was used   
in so me ways v ery si mi l ar _t o t hose i n  th e O. T .  

a.  First of all it seems evident that, 
while wine and strong drink was a part 
of social life, i t was somewhat reserved 
for the wealthy and not the common 
people.  It was consumed also at 
special festive occasions such as 
weddings (Jn.  2 ) .  

b.  Wine was also used for medicinal 
purposes for everything from c uts and 



wounds t o st omach troubl e (Luke 1 0 : 3 4 ;  
I T i m. 5:23 ) .  

2.  The Word of  God in the N. T. also condemns ove r -
indulgence_or dr unkenness and i t is shown t o be 
a grave sin and one of the wor ks of t he fl esh or  
sin nat ure (Lk  21 :34 ;  Gal.  5 : 2 1 ;  I Cor . 
6: 10)  

3.  The Wor d o f G od poi nt s o ut c er t ain p er sons 
i n t he N . T .  who drank_ wine and certain 
persons who did not. 

 
a .  John the Baptist was one who 

abstained from wine because he was a 
Nazirite from bi r th (Luke 1 : 1 5 ) .  

 
b.  The Lord Jesus on the other hand drank 

wine on special occasi ons b ut t his w as 
never t o e xcess or sin.  ( Mat t. 1 1 : 1 9 ;  
Jn. 2 : 10)  .  

c.  Since the cup for observing the Lord’s 
Supper is referred to as "the_ fruit of 
the vine" and not wine, it no doubt 
refers to the new juice of the grape and 
not to fermented wine (Ma t t. 2 6 : 2 9 ) .  

 
4.  We a l so f i nd_ s ome i nst ances i n t he N.T.  

wher e d r i nki ng was ex cessi ve a nd t her ef ore 
resul t ed i n s i n a nd j udgment ( I C or . 
11 : 21,3 0) .  

5.  The Wor d o f G od i n t he N. T .  sets f or t h _ cer t ai n 
st andar ds c oncer ni ng wine f or t hose who held  
positio ns in  the earlv ch urch.  

 a. The bi shop or pa sto r w as n ot "  to be gi ven"  

to wi ne or n ot t o dri nk ( I Ti m. 3 : 3 ;  Tit us 
1 : 7 ) .  The pr ohib i ti on seems to para r ell that 
concerning those in positions and making 
j udgment s i n t he O . T .   If i t wasn' t  good f or 
a k i ng o r pr i nce t o use i t w ho had t o j udge i n 
secul ar m at t er s, i t sure l y wasn' t  good f or 
one who ha d t o make j udgment s i n spi ritua l 
matte r s.  

  b. T he d eacons w ere n ot t o b e_gi ven_t o “ much” w i ne ( I 
Ti m. 3 :8 ) . Here we see th e r equi r ement s f or 



th e p ast or w er e hi gher th an t he deacons a s 
th ey we r e t o be ex ampl es t o t he f l ock and more  
was c ommit ted unt o t hem ( I Pet. 5 : 3 ;  Luke 
12:48) .  

6.  Rather than condone the moderate consumption of 
wine however, the N . T . lays dow n cert ain prin cipl es 
whic h cal l u pon Chr isti ans t o v olun t ar ily  abstain from 
it (Matt.  16:24 ;  Mark 9 : 4 2 ;  Rom. 14: 13- 21; I 
Cor. 8 :9 - 13) .  

C. As  far as  i t’s  overal l war nin gs a gai nst w i ne and stro ng drink . _  

1.  Dr i nki ng c an l ead t o sor r ow and p over t y ( Prov . 21: 17;  

23:29-32 ) .  

2.  Peopl e c an b e d ecei ved a bout d r i nki ng (Prov . 20 :1) .  

3.Drinking is often associated with other 
sinful things (Gen. 9:21).    
 

4.  Dr i nki ng  can l ead_t o excess_or b r awli ngki nd of 
at t i t ude ( Eph. 5 : 18) a nd c onsequencely o t her 
si ns.  

5.  Dr i nki ng c an l ead t o d r unkenness which  is  a 
sinful  thing in  God’s  sigh t .  

II.  WHAT OTHERS HAVE TO SAY ON T HIS SUBJECT A ND 
WHAT'S WR ONG WI TH WHAT THEY SAY.  

A. Some c ont end s i nce t he Bi bl e doesn’ t c ondemn d r i nki ng a s 
l ong a s o ne d oesn’ t over i ndul ge i t ’s  all right  f or a  
Christi an t o d r i nk soci al l y i n moderat i on .  

 
To answe r this argu ment ther e are s ever al things , we ne ed t o 
under stan d.  First of  al l ,  t here is  a vast  diff eren ce_bet ween 
the w i ne dr ank i n Bi bli cal t i mes and t hat whic h i s dr unk 
to day.  The a lc oholi c con t ent o f wi ne i n th ose d ays wa s much 
lo wer and r equi r ed much consumption unlike  the drinks of 
today.  

A second di f f er ence bet ween t hen and t oday i s t he 
number o f t hose d r in kin g.  No l onger is it r eser ved f or 



th e weal th i er but it is  cons umed i n l ar ge measur e b y 
al l c l asses, a nd th er ef or e poses_a gr eater pr oblem.  

A t hi r d th i ng t o b e co nsi der ed a r e t he pro ble ms re sul ti ng f r om th e  
masses d ri nki ng.  Unl ik e i n Bi bli cal t i mes, dr i nkin g has 
posed a pr obl em of enor mous mag nit ude.  For example ,  
drink i ng i s r esponsibl e for k i l l i ng mor e peopl e i n 
hi ghway w r ecks th an a l l t he war s our Nation has ever 
fough t .  For t hese rea sons  tho se who dr i nk are 
contr i but i ng t o one of  the gre ate st soc i al  prob l ems we 
have and it w oul d be har d f or a  Chri sti an to j ust if y 
dr i nk i ng i n a ny amount t aking t oday's  considerat i ons.  

B.  Some still contend to have a few drinks in 
their homes doesn’t hur t anyone an d there ' s 
not hin g wr ong wit h it.  

Not i ce however ,  th at d r in ki ng in t he home f i r st of a ll set s 
a bad exampl e f or l itt l e chi l dre n.  I f adult s dr ink th ei r 
chi l dr en are  apt to be dr i nker s an d t hey may be come al coholi cs 
because of  it.  Secondly, how could a Christian  go out 
and buy alcoholi c beverages  and mai ntain a proper test i mony 
for the Lord?  Then t hi r dl y, n o o ne c an gi ve a p erson a g uarant ee i f 
he t akes t he f i r st dr i nk h e’ l l n ot b ecome an a l cohol i c.   Every 
alcoholic began as a social drinker and presently there 
are some ten million alcoholics in America. 

C.  Some s ay,  si nce  wi ne was u sed f or  medi ci nal purp oses, _  
It is alr i ght  to use it i n th i s r espect today ,  af t er all, most 
medic i nes have a lc oholi c c ont ent.  

Notice while  it may be argued that beer_is an excellent diuretic  
for those with  ki dney_ t ro ubl es or  t hat whi skey i s a  usef ul 
st i mula nt  for those _with heart trouble , alcohol is a drug which if 
consumed in re gul ar amount s can become_addic t iv e and le ad to 
more and mor e dependence u pon i t .  Also wit h the medi cines 
which w e have avai l abl e t oday,it  is n ot n ecessar y f or us to  use 
alc ohol ic  bever ages as t hey d i d i n Bi bi cal t i mes an d in  so 
doi ng j eopar di ze our t est i moni es b ef ore t he u nsaved wor l d.  E ven 
unsaved p eopl e w i l l t el l y ou that Ch r is ti ans sh oul dn’t  dr i nk.  I n 
thi s r espect t hey h ave mo r e discernm ent th an s ome prof essing  
Chri stia ns .  

 
III.WHAT THE CHRISTIAN SHOULD DO IN REGARDS TO THIS SUBJECT 

A.  A Chr i st ia n ought t o r eal i ze t he si nf ul a nd ha r mfu l 
th i ngs whi ch dr in king can l ead t o and "a bst ain f r om al l 
appear ances of  ev i l " .  



B.  A Chr i st ia n ought t o r eal i ze t hat i t is i mposs i ble t o 
dr i nk i n a ny degr ee and  maintai n a g ood, t esti mony for 
the L ord.  

C.  Because dr i nki ng i s assur edl y a  st umbli ng b l ock to 
wi nni ng p eople t o Chr i st, t he Chr i st ia n o ught t o 
vol unta r i l y ab st ai n f r om t he u se of any  and all kinds of 
alcoholic beverages.  

D.  Based upon  the  fact  that alco hol i s the number o ne dr ug 
problem i n Amer i ca wi t h some t en m il li on al cohol ic s, t he 
Chr i sti an s houl d s teer as  far away as he  can fro m 
drinkin g in any a mount.  

 


