ISWATER BAPTISM NECESSARY FOR SALVATION?

to answer thisquestion...

I. Weneed to discern what isincluded in the gospel message

Noticethereis only one passage in the New Testament which gives aformal definition d
the gospel (1 Cor. 151-4) It statesthat Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose ayain
acording to the Scriptures.

Thismessage doneis gated to be the power of God urto salvation (Rom. 1:16), and the
Scriptures attest to the fad when people hea this message and kelieve it, they are saved
(Rom. 109,10 | Cor. 1:18; Eph. 113; Col. 1:4-6).

When the gaostle Paul was deding with the problem of "preadier religion” in the
Corinthian Church he dedared, "for Christ sent me not to baptize but to preat the gospel..."
(ICor. 1:17). Hisreason for making such a statement is because it is the gospel message that is
important because it is the means alone by which people ae saved (I Cor. 1.21).

It shoud be noted that baptism is not mentioned in the gospel message andis nat a part of
the gospel. It follows then if aperson can be saved by beli eving the gospel message which daes
nat include baptism, then a person can be saved withou being baptized.

1. Weneed to determine when salvation occurs

People who Lkelieve that baptism is necessary for salvation will agreethat faith in Christ is
required bu they believe "after” faith in Christ, one must be baptized in order to be saved.

Does the Bible tead that one must believe, be baptized, and behave a cetain way to be
justified ar dedared righteous before God? No, the Bible teades that a personis saved at the
moment he believesin Christ or a the point of faith. A personisjustified solely by faith apart
from anything else. At the paint of faith ar at the time he believes a personisjustified (Rom.
3:28; 5:1), given eternad life (Jn. 316) isborn into God's family (Gal. 3:26; Jn. 1:12), pases
from deah urto life (dn. 524), isforgiven (Acts 10:43; Lk. 7:48-50), receves the righteousness
of Christ (Rom. 4:35; Phil. 3:9), andis sid to be saved (Acts 10:31).

The Scriptures make it clea that salvation is based solely onfaith in the Lord Jesus Christ
(In. 112 3:15-18; 3:36, Eph. 28,9 Il Tim. 1121 Jn. 510,11,13. Salvationthen comes abou
at the paint of faith and nd at some subsequent time "after" believing in Christ. Water baptism
istherefore not a cndtionto be met in order to be saved.

One evangelist has used an ill ustration involving aman cdled "Sincere Sam". Suppcse
this man responced during an invitationin a diurch service When he went forward he was told
to believein Christ andto be baptized for salvation. Let's assume that "Sincere Sam" put his
faith in Christ and was genuinely saved. Sam was then ushered into aroom so he muld change
his clothes and ke baptized, bu before he wuld get into the baptistery he died of asudden heat



attack. Would he go to heaven since he was nat baptized? Those who kelieve that baptism is
necessary for salvation would haveto say "no." But acarding to the Scriptures the answer is
"yes." Why? Because apersonis sved at the point of faith and nd when he enters a baptismal
pod.

[11. We need to distinguish between water baptism and spiritual baptism

It shoud be noted that there is more than ore kind d baptism mentioned in the New
Testament. Many verses used by some to prove that water baptism is necessary for salvation are
not referring to water baptism at all.

Many passages refer to a spiritual baptism whereby the Holy Spirit places the believer
into the body of Christ and it occurs at the paint of faith (I Cor. 1213). When this operation
takes place abeliever isthen dedared to be "in Christ."

A comparison d Acts 10:43-48 with Acts 11:15,16reveds that spiritual baptism is at the
point of faith and nd when oreis baptized in water. When Peter told those assembled in
Cornélius that "whasoever believeth in Him shall recave remisson d sins' (Acts 10:43) we see
that the Holy Spirit fell onthose who head o believed the message (Acts 10:44). Peter later
identified this falli ng of the Holy Spirit uponthem as the baptism of the Holy Spirit

(Acts11:15,19.

Noticeit was after they were baptized by the Holy Spirit and daced "in Christ" that they
were baptized in water (Acts 10:48).

Spiritual baptism iswhat the goostle Paul isreferring toin Rom. 6:3; | Cor. 1213; Gal.
3:27; and Eph. 45. These passages ded with the work of the Holy Spirit at the point of faith.

If spiritual baptism places the believer "in Christ," then what does water baptism do?
What water baptism doesisill ustrated in the acourt of Acts 19:1-5 when thase who hed
recaved Johris baptism were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Water baptism identifies
the reapient with a person and the message heis dedaring.

These disciples were Old Testament saints who hed recaved Johris baptism. When they
were told of Christ they identified with Him by receving water baptism. But it wasn't water
baptism that saved them, they were drealy saved. They were nat a part of the Church and nd
"in Christ" however until they were baptized by the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:6).

IV. Weneed to deal with certain Scriptureswhich are misinterpreted or misapplied

Before deding with Scriptures which are often misinterpreted or misapplied thereisa
basic rule of hermeneutics which shoud be understood. Different passages must be interpreted
in harmony with what clea passagesreved ona cetain subjed. That meansif a passage seems
to have two passble interpretations the Bible student must seled the interpretationwhich isin
harmony with the rest of the Scriptures. To isolate aScripture and interpret it apart from the rest
of Biblicd revelation results in ursoundinterpretation.



It can be seen that those who argue that water baptism is necessary for salvation do nd
foll ow this basic rule of hermeneutics. Insteal they isolate cetain Scriptures and interpret them
so asto suppat their belief regarding water baptism when such an interpretation runs contrary to
numerous other Scriptures.

Note the Scriptures which are most often used to suppat the belief that water baptism is
necessary for salvation:

Mark 15:15,16

These Scriptures comprise the grea commissonwhichis givenin Mark's gospel. Mark
is here cnfirming what is also stated in Matthew's acourt that baptism is a part of the grea
commisgon which the Churchisto carry out. The passage saysif one doesn't believe he will be
condemned, bu it does nat say if one doesn't believe andis nat baptized he will be condemned.

The aiticd issuein Mark 16:15,16isfaith na baptism. All aperson hasto doto get to
heaven isto believein Christ. This passage teades then that a person may beli eve, be baptized
and get to heaven. It aso teates a person can believe and nd be baptized and still get to
heaven.

John 3:5

When Jesus said, "except aman be born of water and d the Spirit he caana enter into the
Kingdom of God' did He mean that water baptism is necessary for entranceinto the Kingdom?

It isclea from the ntext here that the use of the word "water" is areferenceto physicd
birth and nd to baptism. Jesus used it in reply to Nicodemus' question. He said a man must be
born of water that isto have aphysicd birth since ildren are born "out of water."

John 35 daes nat tead that water baptism is necessary for salvation bu it does tead that
physicd birthis. In ather words a person must be born physicaly before he can be born again
spiritually. John 35 makes no referenceto baptism whatsoever.

Acts 2:38

On the surfaceit may appea as onerealsthisversethat it is sying that baptism is
necessary for theremisson d sins. Those who tead that baptism is necessary for salvation
interpret the word "for" to mean "in order to get." But the Greek word "for" ( eis)
has two distinct meanings. One means a"purpose” and the other means a "result.”

To state the meaning as a purpose one may say heis going to the store "for" aloaf
of bread.

To state the meaning as aresult one may say heisgoing to jail for aloaf of bread
(meaning as aresult of steding it).



The meaning of the word "for" (‘eis) in Acts 2:38isthat of result and nd of purpose and
it is better trandated "because of" or "onacourt of."

The same word with the same meaning (that of result) isaso used in Rom. 4:25. Christ
wasn't raised "for" (meaning for the purpaose of acquiring) our justificaion, He was raised "for"
(meaning as aresult of having aaquired) our justificaion. Justificaionis based onthe finished
work of Christ onthe aossnot on Hisresurredion.

It shoud also be noted that Peter's instructions were for all of them to repent (plural) and
for eat ore of them (singular) to be baptized. In ather words ead ore of them who foll owed
his instructions and repented of rgeding Christ and then recaved Him was to be baptized. This
was the order that was foll owed acarding to Acts 2:41 - "then they that gladly recaved hisword
were baptized.."

It isquite evident that faith is the key to recaving the remisson d sins when orelooks at
Acts 10:43. Peter said, "...whosoever believeth in Him shall receveremisson d sins." In Acts
10:43-47 we note those who beli eved Peter's message were saved and receved the Holy Spirit
before they were ever baptized. This passage mntradicts an interpretation o Acts 2:38 which
would propagate that water baptism is necessary for the remisson d sins. Peter preadied the
remisson d sins by faith and he pradiced water baptism after salvation nd as ameansto aajuire
salvation.

Acts22:16

It would appea that this verseis also teading that baptism washes away one's sns. But a
caeful examination d the Greek text dispelsthisidea In thefirst placethe word "and" between
"arise and ke baptized" is nat in the Greek text. Seaondy, this sntenceis made up o two
imperatives or commands translated "be baptized" and "wash." The order of the two aorist
participles translated "arising" and "cdling" shoud also be noted. The"arising" comes before
baptism and "cdli ng" comes before washing. A literal rending would be - "Having arisen, be
baptized and have your sins washed having cdl ed onthe name of the Lord." This order follows
Paul's examplein Acts 9:6,18.

Titus3:5

Some mistakenly take "the washing of regeneration” to mean the washing of baptism.
The word "regeneration” isa compoundGreek word made up o "new" and "birth." The
washing of regenerationisthe deansing of sin which takes place &the new birth. From several
Scripturesit is evident that God daes this ad of washing with the Word and nd with water
(Eph. 526; Jas. 1:18; | Pet. 1:23).

| Peter 3:20,21

A cursory reading of these verses seamsto say that water baptism is ameans of salvation.
But verse 20in the Greek text says that the eght souls were saved "through” water and nd "by"
water. It wasn't the water that saved Noah and hsfamily it was the Ark.



Noticein verse 21 Peter says that baptism is alike figure or an antitype of what the water
was in Noah's day.

Baptism then is a picture of destruction and judgment through which thasewho arein
Christ are delivered. Peter goes onto describe that baptism is not putting away thefilth o the
flesh or sinsbut it isthe answer of agood consciencetoward God. In ather word a person's
consciencewill be dea when he trusts the Lord as his Saviour and foll ows His command to be
baptized.

From what the Scriptures teat we may arrive & severa conclusions. First of all, baptism
isnot apart of the gospel and it isthe gospel that saves. Secondy, no @assage in the New
Testament teadies that water baptism is essential for salvation. It must be concluded also that a
personis sved at the paint of faith or at the time he beli eves the gospel. For these reasonsiit
must be seen that water baptism is not necessary for salvation.



