
 A LESSON ON PRIORITIES FROM 
THE LIFE OF ESAU  

(Gen. 25:27-34)  

I NTRO: 

As we view thi s a ccount before us I  want us to s ee a  lesson on  
priorities... but before we consi der what Esau was guil t y of I 
want you t o t hin k about a coupl e of thi ngs.  

Fi r st o f a l l t hin k a bout t hi s- ever yone o f u s i s g oi ng t o f i l l 
up h i s l i f e w i t h one t hi ng o r anot her . For some of us i t may be 
a l i fe fi l led wi th pl easure s and pla yin g ar ound. For others of  
us it may be p ur suing material gai ns and possess i ons. But  
something will  f i ll up your l i fe and mi ne.  

Now I want you  t o think about a not her factor as wel l -  we can  
all become so i nvolved in thing s w e can get our pr i orities out  
of place and p ut other  things b ef ore the Lord.  

The one thing t hat no doubt con demns most people  t oday is that  
other things h ave simply filled  up their lives a nd crowded  out 
the things of t he Lord. As a re sul t of this -whe n many people  
ought to be in  t he Lord's house  t hey are in othe r p laces. When  
many ought t o b e s ervi ng G od t hey ar e se r vin g th emselv es.  

Now notice tha t E sau typifies t he earthly  or car nal individual 
who puts physi cal desires and t hei r satisfaction  above 
spiritual veri t i es. Esau's prob l em was a problem  of 
priorities. And as a  re sul t he ne ver a mounte d to an yt hin g 
spi r it ual l y s peaki ng.  

Not i ce th e same pr obl em whi ch E sau had i s t he ver y same 
pro ble m t hat many hav e today -  the y have their pr i or ities 
in the wrong p l ace and because of it  they will n ever amou nt 
to anyt hi ng s pir it ual l y speakin g unl ess th ey addr ess t his 
pro ble m and d o somethi ng a bout it.  

The qu est i on t hat con f ro nts you an d me i s t hi s:  

"Do we ha ve o ur pr ior i ti es i n t he ri ght or der ?"  

 

 



 

 

 

Notice.. . 

I.   THE S I TUATI ON WHI CH ESAU GOT HI MSELF I NTO 

Esau got himse l f in  an awful si t uation 
where he was b ound to make a ba d t ra de.  

Abr aham's nep hew did t he ve r y s ame t hin g -  he 
began t o make ch oi ces wh i ch lef t God out and he 
soo n t r aded . . .T hi s i s what a  l ot of fo l ks do -  
the y suppose t hey can do th eir own t hing and  
live without G od. Pretty soon t hey are so  
involved in th e t hings of this wor ld that they  
are trading tr ut h for error -  sel f resp ect fo r 
sel f i ndul gence .. .  

Do y ou h ave . . . ? I t ' s n ot t hat 
peopl e t oday a r e so e vi l , i t ' s 
j ust t hat t hey h ave al l owed o t her 
th i ngs cr owd out God a nd t hey are 
bound t o make so me bad t r ades 
alo ng t he way.  

II. THE SALE WHI CH ESAU TRANSACTED 

Esau put physi cal desires and t hei r              
satisfaction a bove spiritual th i ngs in his  
life .  This was no doubt the mistake that 
Samson made in his life 
when he joined  hi mself with  
harlots of the  uncircumcised 
Phil i sti nes. . .  

This is appare nt l y what Demas d i d. 
He forsook the  apostle Paul... "Dema s 
hat h f ors aken me havi ng l oved t his 
pre sent world . .. "  



Do you have yo ur priorities  ... ? 
Some have put t heir own desires  
above what God  desires. Instead  
of being in ch ur ch using their  
gif t s and tal ent s, th ey are 
liv i ng fo r th e t hi ngs of th i s 
wor l d.  

III. THE  SHAME OF WHAT ESAU COULDN' T SEE  

Esau couldn't see that the spir i t ual blessings  
of the birthri ght were far more  valuable than  
satisfying his  f l eshly desires.  

  
The B ib l e g i ves us a n umber o f i l l ustr at i ons o f 
peopl e who couldn ' t see  the val ue of spi r itu al 
thing s. F elix fo r example couldn't see  the 
value o f choosing Christ  over a lif e of 
in temperance. An anias and Sapphir a couldn't 
see the value of being  honest over 
greediness. The rich young ruler couldn't      
see t he v alue of posse ssin g Chr is t over the 
posse ssio ns o f t his world. The pr i ests 
mentioned in J ohn 12 couldn't s ee the  value  
of i denti f yin g wit h C hri st over th e pra i ses of 
the i r peer s.                

 

So many peopl e t oday are bl i nded j ust 
lik e Esau -  al l th ey can se e is ha vi ng a 
good t i me and sa ti sfy i ng th eir own 
phy sic al and fleshly desires. A l l some  
can see is wor ki ng all the time  and 
maki ng more and more m oney and pos sessin g 
more and mor e mate r i al t hi ngs. A l l some 
can s ee i s t he at t r act i ons o f t he wor l d 
and th e good l if e it pur por t s t o giv e.  
Recent l y I heard of a  woman who le ft her 
hus band and t wo chi l dr en f or a not her m an. H er 
cont ent i on w as th at s he w ant ed a l i f e f or 
her sel f . W hen q uest i oned b y h er pa st or a bout 
her sinful dec i si on she re sponded by s ayi ng, 
"what makes m e happy will make my children  
happy." How bl i nd she was and h ow bli ndi ng are 
the si nfu l th i ngs of t hi s world.  



Do you ha ve y our prio r it i es . ..? It ’s a shame 
to see pe ople wh o ar e j ust l i ke Esau - _ t hey 
wi l l ne ver a mount to a nyt hi ng spi r it ual l y 
bec ause t hey are alwa ys put t ing se lf and 
wor l dl y t hing s bef ore a li f e o f s el f - deni al 
and f ai t hf ul ness t o t he L or d.  

CONCLUSION 

Perhaps as you  t hink about thes e t hings in the l i f e of 
Esau you reali ze the  problem of prior i ti es i s a  pr oblem yo u 
hav e.  

Maybe you' ve got te n y our sel f in t o a pre car i ous si t uati on 
and yo u ar e s o i nvolv ed in so many things that th er e is 
little or no t i me for the thing s o f God.  Maybe you ’v e be en 
trad i ng t he t hin gs of God f or t he th ings of  t his wor ld and 
selling spirit ual things for wo r l dly and worthle ss things.  It 
is a shame wha t E sau couldn't s ee -  and it's a s hame what so  
many people to day cannot see. T he apostle  Paul s ai d, "while  
we look not at  t he things which  ar e seen, but at  t he things  
which are not seen, for the thi ngs which are see n a re 
temporal, but t he things which ar e not seen are et ernal." (II  
Cor. 4:18).  Remember Esau didn' t a mount to anyth i ng 
spiritually be cause of the prio r i t ies he set and  t he choice  
he made.  If you  have a  pro blem of putt i ng ot her t hi ngs b efo r e 
t he th i ngs of th e Lor d t hen you ne ed to address i t a nd do  
something abou t i t or you'll be  j ust like Esau -  you'll never  
neve r never amount to anyt hing for God.  

 
 


