
               THE MATTER OF DISCI PLESHIP 

I.  THE CALL OF DISCIPLESHIP AND HOW IT RELATES TO THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE 

A.  The w or d d i scip l e means " learner" and a s i t i s a ppl ie d t o 
bel i ever s it ident i fies those who  rec eive the Lor d’s 
instructions, appl y these things in t heir own lives, and  
then are able to p ass on these teachin gs to others al so (Mk .  
1: 16, 17;  Matt. 11: 28, 29 ) .  

B.  The call o f di scipleship is t o become like one’s  teacher 
and in the case of  the Christian it i s a spiritual  
discipline which c omprises one’ s ent ir e life (Mat t . 
10: 24, 25).  

C.  The call of di scipleship is exten ded to every believ er and 
it is a necessary discipline in o r der to  be involved  and 
used in the Lord’s service (I I Pet. 3 :1 8;  Mk. 
1:17,18).  

I I .   THE COST O F DISCIPLESHIP AND WHAT IT DEMANDS OF A 
CHRISTIAN 

A.  Discipleship calls upon us as believers to 
forsake everything for Ch r ist (L k . 14:25-35).  

1.  This calls upon us to put Christ above all our 
possessions (Lk.12 : 34;  14 :33 ;  Col.  3 : 2 ) . This 
means we are to va l ue Him above everything else in 
this world.  What we possess should be look ed up on 
as some t hing He  h as entr usted us  w ith and  it s houl d 
be disp osed of a s He lea ds an d di r ects in  a ma nner 
which w i ll glor i f y Him (Lk  1 4 : 3 3 ) .  

2.  This calls upon us to put Christ before all 
other persons (Lk  1 4 : 2 6 ;  Matt. 1 0 : 3 7 ) . The Lor d 
Jesus used the word hate (L k .  1 4 : 2 6 )  as a figure of 
speech to show  a comparison  of how our love for Him 
should eclipse all others.  This means when the 
demands of any others run contrary to what Christ 
says or is in c onflict with what He wants us to do 
we should give Him pre - emi nence and do Hi s wi l l (Lk .  
1 : 3 8 ;  Jn. 2 : 7 ;  Act s 5 : 2 9 ) .  

3.  This calls upon us to put Christ above 
ourselves and our own aspi r ati ons (Lk .  
1 4 : 2 6 ) . This me ans w e should be  wi llin g to give 



up whatever things the Lord would require of us 
and this inc l udes al so o ur own l iv es if i t 
sh oul d b e accor di ng to H i s will.  

B.  Discipleship calls upon us as believers to take up 
a personal cross for Ch r is t (Lk.  9 : 2 3 , 2 4 ) .  

1.  This cross has been misunderstood by some to 
mean the bearing of some kind of burden such as 
a disease or putting up with dif fe re nt peopl e 
or ci r cumst ance s.  

 
2.  The  cros s we ’re  called upon to  bear as 

discipl es of  the Lord  Jesus is on e of dying 
daily to our own sinful desires and the 
sinful things in our lives in order to serve 
the Lord (Lk. 14:27;  Rom. 6:11-13; I Cor. 
15 : 31 ) .  

C.  Discipleship calls upon us as believers to 
follow after Christ (Lk. 14:27).  

1.  Thi s i nvolv es ob edi ence t o Hi s w il l (Lk.  
6 : 4 6 ;  Act s 9 : 6 ;  Eph. 5:1 7;  Col. 1 : 9 ) .  

2.  This invol ves staying in fe l l owship with Him  
(Jn .  1 5 : 4 , 5 ;  I Jn. 1 : 7 ;  3 : 6 ) .  

3.  This involves having a desire to please Him 
in everything we do and judging everything in 
the light of bringing glory and h onor to Him (I  
Cor. 6 : 1 9 , 2 0 ;  1 0 :3 1 ) .  

III.   THE CATEGORIES OF  DISCI PLESHIP AND WHAT THEY EVIDENCE 
IN A CH RISTI AN’S LI FE 

A.  S ome di scip le s of t he Lor d may be cl assi f i ed as 
nominal di sci pl es or t hose i n name only .  Th e 
maj or i t y of t hose who f ol lo wed t he Lord Jesus were  
of this  kind.   T hey wer e cau ght up in th e exc i tement 
and cur i os i t y of Hi s mi r acu l ous work s and th ey 
fo l lo wed Hi m be caus e of t he l oav es or t o r ec ei ve 
so me ki nd of te mpor al benef i t s (J n .  6 :2 5 -2 7 ) .  
Nominal discip l es may go a ways  and seem to be genuine 
but when the excitement wanes and they are called 
upon to pay th e c ost of r eal disc i pleship they wil l 
turn ba ck an d wi l t, away  l ik e t he seed u pon s t oney 
gr ound ( Mat t . 1 3 : 5 , 6 ;  20,21;  Jn. 6 : 6 0 - 6 6 ) .  

B.  S ome di scip le s of t he Lor d may be cl assi f i ed as 
false d i sc i pl es . The difference between these and 



nominal disciples is none spi r i t uall y f or th ey ar e 
both l ost.  But unl i ke n omi nal dis ci ple s, who turn  
back when demands are placed upon them, these 
disciples appear to be genuine believers because 
they are joined with other beli evers e ven i n t r yin g 
time s (Jn. 6 : 7 0 , 7 1 ) .   They are willi ng t o pay th e 
cost of discipleship seemingly but they do so out of 
a wrong motive in their hearts.  This category of 
disciples like Judas Iscariot is oftentimes 
difficult to discern but they can be known by th e 
fruits they be ar (II  Cor. 11:13-1 5;  Matt. 7: 15-2 0; 
II P et. 2:1-3,1 2 -22;  Jude 4 ) .   These di scip l es wi ll 
one day be separ ated from the real disciples and 
rejected by the Lord (Matt.  7 :21-23) .   These a re 
the tares sown among r eal belie ver s who wi l l be 
upr oot ed by t he Lord and bo und t o be bur ned (Matt.  
13 :24-30) .  

C.  Some disciples of the Lord are of course genuine and 
they are readil y respons i ve a nd d esirous t o do  the 
Lord’s  wil l what ever it may invo l ve.  They are 
willing to pay the cost of discipleship because they 
love the Lord and want to glorify Him in whatever 
way t hey can.   The se ar e t he di sc ip l es o f t he Lo rd 
who ar e re al l y used in H i s ser vi ce and pr oduce th e 
ki nd of fr ui t s th at gl or i fy H i m. These disciples 
have a definite mark of identification upon them 
(Jn. 13:34,3 5) .  

D.  Other disciples of the Lord may be genuine but they are 
either  

immature or carnal and need to grow.  Until these kind 
of disciples give themselves to follow the Lord they 
will produce little fruit wh i ch w il l gl or if y t he Lor d 
and t hey w i l l be used v er y l i t tl e in Hi s se r vi ce.  I n 
th ei r pr esent condit i on t hey m ay b e doi ng gr eat 
det r i ment t o t hose wi t hout C hr is t an d br i ngi ng r epr oach 
upon th e name and t he wo r k o f th e Lor d (I  Cor. 1:11;  
3 : 3 ;  Eph. 4: 4: 17 -3 2; II Ti m. 2 : 1 9-21) .   Ther e i s a 
bi g d i f f er ence b etween s onshi p a nd di sciple ship.  

IV.  THE CHALLENGE OF DISCIPLESHIP AND WHAT IT OFFERS 
THE CHRISTIAN WHO ACCEPTS IT 

A.  The d i scip l es of t he Lor d sh ould consid er w hat t he 
out come o r r esul ts wi l l be i f th ey f ai l t o f ol l ow 
th r ough a s t hey sh oul d (L k . 14:28- 35).   The Lord Jes us 
gave three par able s to point out what would  happen.  The y 
would be ridiculed  (28-30) .  It woul d be a f ool i sh ac t 
(3 1 -3 2 ).   Such i ndi vid ual s w oul d not b e f r ui t f ul 
( 3 4 , 3 5 ) .  



B.  Those w ho f oll ow t he Lor d an d be come li ke H i m t hro ugh 
di sci pl eshi p wi l l be u sed o f t he L or d i n wa ys w hic h 
woul d ot her wis e be i mpossi bl e ( Act s 9 : 1 ;  Rom. 9 :1 -3 ) .  

C.  Dis ci pl es of t he L ord w i l l be th e gr eat est b le ssin g 
to o t her s that pe ople can be in this  world 
(P r ov. 11: 30) .  

D.  Dis ci pl es of t he L ord w i l l pr oduce f r ui t s w hic h wi ll 
re mai n and glorify the  Lord ( Mk. 1 : 1 7 ) .  

E.  Dis ci pl es of t he L ord w i l l be la yi ng up e t er nal 
tr easur es i n heaven (Mk.  10:2 1) .  

F.  Dis ci pl es of t he L ord m ay ha ve t ri bul at i ons bu t th e 
Lor d wi l l b e gl ori fi ed in a nd th r ough t heir l i ves and 
bl essin gs w i ll a lw ays come o ut o f i t ( Jn. 16:33;  Act s 
1 6 ) .  

 


