
"THE BR I DEGROOM & THE BRI DE" 

I. SOME OF THE THINGS ILLUST RATED I N THI S METAPHOR OF T HE CHURCH 

A. This metaphor illustrates first of all the kind of 
love that the lord Jesus has for His Church.        

1. The kind of love that the Lord Jesus has for His 
bride, the Chur ch, s ets fo r th a sta ndar d f or lov e 
bet ween a man an d his wife and should serve as a 
pattern for every husband( Eph. 5:22,23). 
Christ loved His  Church with such  an un-
selfish and sacr i ficial love that  He even gave  
Himself fo r h er i n d eat h t hat h er needs m i ght 
be met .  

2. Th e ki nd o f l ove th at t he L ord Jesus has for Hi s 
bride , the Churc h, looked  beyond o ur faults  and sa w 
our need s and e ven when we  were u nl ovable He  loved 
us in or der tha t we might be lovab l e (Ro. 5:8- 10). 
Someone has said  that "love is bl i nd". This no  
doubt means wh en you  love someo ne you don’t see  
any imperfection s or faults in th em that would  
repel you desire s for them or alt er the way you  
are attracted to  them.  

3. Th e ki nd o f l ove th at t he L ord Jesus has goe s 
beyon d anything we can comprehend or understand 
(Eph. 3:29). As far as human relationships we 
seldom show any love to those who s how no lo ve to  
us. And usually t he more other s show lov e to us, 
the m ore we l ove them. But thi s i s not so w i th 
the l ove of C hri st. Fo r th i s r eason we coul d wel l 
say -  He l ove s us more tha n we co uld ev er k now i n 
this life!  

4. Th e ki nd o f l ove th at t he L ord Jesus has for Hi s 
bride , th e Church, is_ somethin g d emonstrated 
daily in provi di ng for her needs ( Eph.5:29). Just 
like the husband who loves his wife is concerned  
for her welfare and provides for her needs, so  
Christ nourishes  and cherishes ev eryone who is a  
part of H i s b r i de t he C hur ch.  

B. Th i s m etap hor illus t rat es s econdly t he w ay t hat 
belie vers , who make up  the bride of Christ, ought t o 
respond to His l ove.  

1.  The bride or Chu r ch ought to resp ond to the love o f 
Christ, first of all, with love to Him (I Jn. 
4:19). This love ought t o be d emonstra t ed in 
sub j ect io n to Hi s wil l and obedi ence to "Hi s commands 
(Eph.5:2 4).Just l i ke the p r oper r esponse  



of a wife to a l oving husband is subjection and  
obedience to him , so should we re spond to our  
loving Lord  

 
2.  The br i de o r Chur ch ought t o re spond t o 

Chr i st ’ s l ove i n a way t hat b r in gs gl or y t o Hi m. 
Ju st l i ke a w oman i s t he gl or y (or sha me) of m an ( I 
Cor. 11:7 ) and sho ul d be  a b estowe r o f honor  upon 
him, so  ever y bel iever a s a p art of the Bride o f 
Chr is t s houl d bes to w honor upon Hi m i n t he way 
th ey conduct t hemselve s.   

   3. The brid e of Chri st o r bel ie vers, who make up the  

Churc h, ought to  respond to  Chris t 's love  with 
spiritu al fi deli t y (II C or.11 : 2). The word 
"s i mpl i cit y" he re means spread out and without 
folds or wrinkles. This means just like a l ovi ng 
wi r e i s t o b e a bsol ut el y f ai t hf ul t o h er husb and i n 
demonst r at i ng her l ove s o bel i ev er s shoul d be 
whole heart edl y devo t ed t o Chr i st all owi ng no 
doubl i ng or room for se cre t l oves.  

C. Th i s me t aphor i ll ust r at es a fu t ur e t ime o f f esti vi t ie s and a 
life of endless joy.      

1. I n ord er t o see thi s we must under stan d t he t hre e st ages of 
marriage that was practiced in an  ori ental marriage.  

a. Th e f ir st st age or bet r ot hal act ual l y i ni ti at ed t he 
marr ia ge. F r om th is ti me a br i de was cons i der ed 
le gal l y ma r r i ed. I n t hi s d is posit i on she went 
th r ough a 9 mo nth s per io d t o p ro ve her f ait hfu l ness 
and co uld be pun is hed f or un f ai th f ul ness or g i ven a  
bi l l of di vor cement. Sh e c oul d al so be come a wi dow 
dur in g this time.  

b. T he s econd st age inv olve d th e Br i degroo m coming for  Hi s 
bride and taking  her to their fut ure home. This  
then involved their togetherness and actual 
marriage relationship. Arriving at their future 
home, the bride was presented to the groom. 

c. F i nal l y t he t hi rd s t age inv olve d a mar ria ge s upper 
or f east w hi ch co ul d l ast f or s ever al d ays a nd 
af t er war ds the c ouple went to t he bridal  chamber.  

2. Now as w e l ook at th e r el ati onship of th e b ri de of 
Chr i st within th i s context we m ay discern  the     
following thin gs:  

 



a.  Fir st al al l we a s b eli ever s, who mak e up t he 
bri de of Chr is t , are be t hr ot hed t o Chr is t ( I I 
Cor . 11: 2) . Her e a nd n ow t hen i s t he ti me t o p r ove 
our f ai t hf ul ness Hi m. 

b.  Secondl y we  see that t he B r id egr oom wi l l 
come for His  br i de and t his w i l l invol ve 
the ra pture of t he Chur ch and carrying her  
to their f utu r e home i n heaven (I  
Thess.4:13-18).  

c.  Thirdly Chri st will present His _bride To 
Himsel f and the Mar r i age s upper wi ll t ake 
pl ace j ust p ri or to t he Second Coming of 
Christ b ack to the eart h (Ep h. 
5:26, 27;R ev. 19:7).Th e Mille nnia l 
festivi t ies w i ll then  follow whic h pro mi se 
a life of endl ess Joy and hap piness fo r 
eve r y bel i ever.  

 
II. S OME OF T HE THI NGS I NVOLVED I N THI S RELATIONSHIP AS BELIEVERS 

A. S ome of w hat is inv olve d in thi s rela t ion ship as 
beli ever s who make up the  brid e of Christ c an be  seen 
in the O.T,  typ e of Eve.  

1. Noti ce Ev e was formed  out o f the side  of Adam whil e 
he was  i nvol ved i n a mi ra cul ous sl eep ( Gen. 2:21 -
22).  So i t i s w it h t he br i de of C hr is t -  she w as 
fo r med as a re sult of t he blo od whi ch flowed from 
His side.  

2.We see i n E ve’ s rel ati onship t o Adam t hat he 
rec ogni zed her being a living part or Himself   
(Gen. 2:23).And so believers who make up the bride 
of Christ are a living part of Him (Eph. 5:30-32). 

B. More  of w hat i s invol ved i n  t his rela t ions hip can     
be seen  in t he O . T .  type of  Rebekah.  

 1.Rebekah was a b ride sought ou t f or Isaac by Ab r aham 
his  
fathe r (Gen. 2 4). So the  bri de o f Christ i s c alle d out 
by the father fo r His Son (Matt. 22:2). 

 
     2.Re bekah was  approach ed by  Abra ham’s se r vant who   
    did not "speak of  himself” but of t he bridegroom  

and gave his thi ngs to her.  
 



 He then typifies the Holy Spirit who spoke to us  
of Chri st an d imparted t he th i ngs of  Him t o us ( Jn. 
16:13-1 5).  

3. Rebekah exerc is ed fa i t h and fo ll owed t he ser vant’ s 
le ader ship to br i ng he r to the br i degro om whom she 
had n ever see n. This th en i s w hat beli ever s have do ne 
and lo ok f orw ard t o ( I . Pet . 1: 8).  

4.Rebekah receiv ed a foretaste of  the riches to co me 
and this is what  the brid e of Chr i st ha s re ceiv ed 
(Gen. 24: 22,3 0,4 7).  

5.Rebekah’s journey involved more and more details 
and more descr i pt ion a bout the br i degro om whom she 
was t o meet; so i t  i s w i t h u s a s t he H ol y S pi r i t 
r eveal s t hi ng t o us ( I . C or . 2 : 9-1 3) .  

6. Finally, Rabekah heard the servant sav it is my 
master and she w as met b y I saac and j oi ned t o h im . 
And so o ne d ay we who make up the  bride of Christ  
will hear the Sp i rit’s testimony of Christ and we 
will go to meet Him (I Thess. 4:13-18). 

C. Some other th i ngs involved in t his relationship  as part of  
the bride of  Chr i st can be se en i n the al l egor y of the 
Song of Solomon.  

 

1.Here we see some expressions of the Bridegroom’s 
love for His Bride(1:9,10; 2:2; 6:4-9; 7:6-9). 

 
2.Here we see the responsive expressions of the 
bride’s love (1:4,16;2:4,16). 

3.Another thing we see here is the longing of the 
Bride for the Bridegroom and her anxious 
anticipation for his coming (2:17). 

III. SOME OF THE THINGS IMPLIED FOR US TO DO BASED UPON 
THIS RELATIONSHIP 

A. We who make up the bride of Christ, which is 
the church, first of al l r es pond t o His l ove 
wi t h a l if e o f subj ect i on t o H is will an d 
obedie nce t o Hi s com mands.  



B. Seco ndly, we  s hould u se th i s t i me betw een b eing 
betroth ed to  Chri st and me et i ng H i m t o pr ove 
our fi del i t y t o H im as His Brid e.  

C. An d f in al l y, we shoul d be s te adfa st i n ou r 
wai ti ng fo r H is r et ur n.   

 

 


