
                 
               "THE CORNERSTONE AND THE STONES" 

 
 
 

I. SOME OF THE THINGS ILLUSTRATED IN THIS METAPHOR OF 
THE CHURCH 

A. This metaph or Illustrates,  f i r st of all, the  
uniqueness of t he Church as  a stru cture.  

1. U nlik e any ot her bu i ldi ng t he c hurch i s f i gur ed 
here i n a s a livin g structu r e.  

a. A s f ar a s t he f oundat i on i s c oncer ned i t i s 
not l ai d upon a nythin g on thi s eart h li ke 
othe r bui ldi ngs but it  is l aid upo n a pe r son 
(I C or.3 : 10- 11).  

 

b. T he c or ner st one o f t hi s s t r uctu r e i s t he 
pr i mar y st one, be cause it d et ermi nes t he 
desi gn and o ver all symmetry. I t is unlike 
anything in  any e arthly st r ucture.  

This Cor ners t one which is  t he Chie f One i s 
abso l ute l y f l awl ess! a nd t her efo r e mor e 
pr eci ous t han any ot her ( I P et . 2 : 6 ) .  Thi s   
one i s al so el ect or t he One chosen by  God.  

 

c. The buildin g s tones in this st r ucture are  
also unique b eca use th ey a r e u nlik e any 
othe r -  t hey are belie vers who a r e f igured 
here as  "liv i ng s t ones" ( I Pet . 2:4 ,5 )  

 

        2. Unl ik e any othe r bui ld i ng th e Church is figur ed 
herei n as being f itted together  and growing  
with all of it s v arious par ts bei ng made up o f   
uniq uely des i gned and gift ed i ndiv id uals who are 
beli ever s in the Lord Jesu s Chr ist ( Eph. 2:l4 -
22).  

 

B. Thi s metap hor i llu str ate s secondl y t he pla cement and 
the pr ocess i n t he buil di ng of th e C hur ch a s a 



st r uct ur e.  

1. In t his c onstr uction w e not i ce f i rstly t hat e ach 
stone i s buil t upon th e f oundat io n who is th e Lor d 
Jes us Chr i st (I Co r .3: 1l) an d it is o nly as t hey 
come unto thi s Liv i ng Sto ne by fa i th t hat th ey 
become a par t of th is st r uctu r e ( I P et . 2t4).  

 

2. Seco ndly i n th i s const r ucti on we  see as t hese livi ng 
stones whi ch ar e belie ver s ar e br ought in t o a 
rel ati onshi p wi th Chri st t hey a re at t he same t i me 
"fi t ly fr amed t oget her " and joined in a unique  
relationship with other  believers ( Eph.2: 21; 4: 16).  

 

3. No t ice nex t in t his c onst r uct i on o f the Chur ch t hat 
it is  in the proc ess of g r owin g. In  this re spect 
then we  see t hat e very time someone comes to   
Christ for salvati on this structure i s "being built  
up" (I Pet.  2: 5; Eph. 2: 21).  

C. Th i s m etap hor illus t rat es t hir dly th e design an d the 
purpo se in the C hurch as a structure. 

1. Thi s st r uct ur e of th e Chur ch w hich is ma de up o f 
bel i evers i n t he L or d J esus i s d es i gned t o b e a 
" a h ol y t empl e in the Lord” ( Eph. 2:2 1).  In 
other words it  i s set apart or di f feren t fr om 
any o t her bui l di ng. In  thi s re spect the n we 
may v i ew t he C hur ch n ot o nl y a s a  body o f 
bel i ever s b ut a ls o a s a b ui l di ng of b el i ever s 
( I C or . 3: l 6- 17).  

2. The purpose t hen for this "hol y temple" made up  
of believers is f or t he " habi t at io n o f G od" o r 
f or H i m t o d wel l t her e through the  Spirit (Eph. 
2: 22 ) . Just like  the temple in the O.T. ser ved 
as a  pl ace f or God t o commune w it h H is p eople so 
now the Church i s that  pla ce.  

II. SOME OF THE THINGS INVOLVED IN THIS RELATIONSHIP AS 
BELIEVERS 

A. Thi s r elat i onship i nvolv es a ssura nce an d r est f or 
eve r y belie ver . J ust li ke every s t one re sts u pon t he 
fou ndat io n s o e ver y b el i ever r ests u pon t he f i ni shed 
wor k o f t he L or d Jesus Chr i st on t he cr oss o f C al vary .  



B, Thi s Relat i onship als o speak s t o us as t o how we ar e 
fit t ed in thi s build i ng wh i ch i s t he Chur ch a nd how we 
sho uld be j oin ed to others. 

1. The wo r d fo r S ton es ( I Pet . 2:5 )  is t he wo r d 
lit hos which app l ies t o one whi ch is  wor ked or 
shape d. A nd t his i s w hat t he L or d does t o e ach o f 
us a s H e pl aces us i n H i s H ol y T empl e. H e h ews a nd 
shapes u s t o f i t i n t he particul ar place He want s 
us.  

2. I n t hi s c onst r uct i on th en we S ee w e ar e 
"fr amed t ogeth er " or j oin ed i n r el ation ship to 
othe r s i n th e buil ding . The wor d j oi nt or h armos 
th on speaks t o us of  harmony i n t hat 
r el at i onshi p.  

C. Thi s r el ati onship sp eaks t o us of  hol i ness in o ur 
ind i vi dual l i ves as w el l a s i n t he l i f e o f a c hur ch . 
Just w hat i s i nvo l ved can be s een a  little in th e t wo 
words for temp l e.  

1. The word hieron is used of the whole temple 
and all of its outter parts. This is the word 
which is used of the  temple i n Luke l8:lO  wher e 
the pha r isee and the  pub l ican pra yed.  

2.But the other word for temple which is naos is 
used of the holy of  hol ies whe r e God dw elt and 
met w i th His people t hr ough t he mi ni str y o f 
th e Hi gh Pr i est and th e a to ni ng b l ood. It was 
this temple veil that was rent when Christ was 
cr uci f i ed and i t is th i s wo r d fo r te mpl e w hi ch 
is us ed of t he chur ch as th e t empl e of God.  

 
     D.  This relationship demands a sanctified life bot h 

for the ind i vi dual bel ie ver a s w ell as f or t he 
whole bui ld i ng of  belie vers w ho make up t he 
churc h (I Cor . 6: l 9,20; 3:l6,17).  

1. No t i ce t hat th e wor d t empl e i n I Cor . 6: 19 I s 
In div i dual and refers to  the beli ever 
himself.  

2. The wo r d te mpl e i n I Co r . 3:l 6, 17 r efe r s t o th e 
whol e body o f bel iev ers . What i s s aid he r e i s 
thi s. I f a man d efil es or l i t er al l y c orr upt s a  
loc al chur ch by l eadi ng it a way f r om i ts ho l y 
pur pose and pu r i t y i n whic h i t should ab i de, 
t hen G od w i l l d es t r oy t hat m an.  



E. This relationship points out to us the place and 
ministry that the Holy Spirit has in this world. 
God is dwelling in the heart s of believ ers and 
doing His wor k i n and t hro ugh t hem as t hey yi el d 
the mse l ves t o Hi m and ar e consecr ated fo r His 
servi ce.  

III. SOME OF THE THINGS IMPLIED FOR US TO DO BASED UPON 
THIS RSIATIOSSHIP. 

A.  We should first of all see that God has placed us 
in a unique plac e in the church  st ructure and th at He  
has framed  us to gethe r wi th o t her s so th at we shoul d 
abi de i n har mony.   

B.  We should live h oly lives to fulfill the purpose for 
which we were designed and thereby please the Lord. 

C. We should w el come the additi on of believers i n G od’s 
temple whi ch i s t he Chur ch a nd s ee i t  as a t ask y et 
uncompl et ed and one He has called us to be 
Involved in. 

 


