
                      "THE HEAD AND THE BODY" 

I. S OME OF T HE THI NGS I LLUSTRATED I N THIS METAPHOR OF THE CHURCH 

A. T his meta phor i llus t rat es t he L or d's over sigh t and 
dire ctio n of the Church.  

1. J ust l ike the head of o ur p hysi ca l bo dies 
cont r ols and di r ects t he over all f unct i ons of 
our b odi es s o Chri st i s t he One who di r ects t he 
mini str y o f th e Ch ur ch (Col. 1:13; Eph. 
1:22 , 23).  

2. With t his t hought in m i nd we s ee that t he Chu r ch 
is subje ct to Hi s so ver ei gn w i l l and t her ef or e 
shoul d func t ion accordi ng to Hi s desires an d 
directi ons ( Eph. 5:2 3).  

B. T his meta phor i llus t rat es s econ dl y th e 
func t ion i ng of t he Church as a body of 
believers.  

1. J ust l ike the diffe r ent par t s o f our bodi es 
work tog ethe r t o car r y ou t o ur desir es a nd do 
as w e di r ect , so t he C hur ch i s t o fu nct i on 
accor di ng t o t he Lor d' s wi l l .  

2. J ust lik e all of th e par ts o f our Bodie s ar e 
moved by t he one head so  should e ver y m ember in 
the Ch ur ch be  dir ect ed by the Lord Jesu s 
Himself.  

II. SOME  OF THE THINGS INVOLVED IN THIS RELATION SHP AS BELI EVERS 

A. This relationship involves first of all 
unity among the members wi t hin th e Chur ch.  

1.  Just like a body is composed of many members but 
they all make u p o ne b ody t hat f unct i ons t oget her , 
so t he indi v idua l members in t he Church m ake u p 
one bod y of bel ie ver s w hi ch s hould f unct i on 
t oget her  ( I C or . 12:12,13).  

2.  In this respect we see there should be no    
schism within th e body (I  Cor, 1 2 :2 5 ) .  In othe r 
words jus t li ke i ndivi dual members of a b ody d o 
not wor k aga i nst one  anot her neit her should 
member s o f a Chur ch wo r k i n oppos i tion t o o ne 
anoth er.  

B. This relationship involves diversity among the 



members within t he C hur ch.  

 
 1.Just like the different members of a physical   

body have differ ent purp oses and differen t 
functio ns, s o do individ ual m ember s w i th i n t he 
Chur ch Bo dy (E ph. 4:l6;  I Cor. 1 2:14 - 23) .  

 
2.  Notice for this r eason there are  

different member s in the Churc h body who ha ve 
dif f er ent gif t s and t his me ans we shoul dn' t seek t o 
do what ot her s do or t o f unctio n i n the very same  
manner as they do (I Cor. 12:4;  I Peter. 4:10,11).  
 

       C. This  re l ationship involv es dependence upo n one  
          anothe r and a mut ual r egard fo r one a not her w i th i n 
          the bo dy of be l ie vers.  

   1. Just like one part of a phy sical body is dep endent 
upon other part s to f uncti on s o must t he members 
wit hin a  Chur ch be ( Rom. 12:5;  Eph. 4:16).  

   2. Not i ce als o when one part of our bodi es hur t s so 
does t his aff ect the  whole body. I n this respect  
then the members  of a Church ough t to be affecte d b y 
what happens t o o ne another ( I Cor . 12: 26).  

D. T hi s r el at i onshi p w i t h o ne a not her i s d i r ect l y 
r el at ed t o o ne’ s rela t ion ship wit h the Lord Jes us.  

1. Just like eac h part of a body must respond  
individually to i ts head t o have harmoneous 
fun cti ons so  must eac h member withi n a Church be  
properly responsiv e to the Lord to insure ha rmony 
and interactio n w ith other memb er s (Eph. 
4:1 5,1 6;  Col . 2:19).  

2. Notice this m eans when a membe r of a Church  
is not in f ell owship wi t h t he Lor d he wil l 
not be wi t h o t hers and when he is not in  
fellowship wit h o thers, he is n ot with  the 
Lor d.  

III. SOM E OF THE THI NGS IMPLI ED FOR US TO DO BASED UPON THIS 
RELATIONSHIP 

A. We should look to the Lord for what He would have 
us to do as an i ndivid ual and we should see k do Hi s 
will i n o ur l i ves.  



B. We should work together as members of a Church so 
that we may func t ion f r ict i onl ess as  a body of 
belie vers.  

C. We should recognize individual differences and 
exercise our different gifts for the edification 
of the other members of the Churc h.  

D. We must remember that unity within a Church is 
predicated upon an ove r all sub j ec t ion t o th e 
Lords hip of C hri st who  is t he Head.  

 


