"THEHEAD AND THE BODY"

.S OMEGFTHETH NG | LLUSTRATED | NTHIS METARHCROF THE CHURCH

A.T his rmeta phor illus trat est heL ords oversight and
dire ctio n ofthe  Church.

1.J ust | ikethe head ofo urp hysi calbo dies
cont rolsand directst he overallf unctions of
ourb odiess o Chri sti s theOne who directst he

mini str yo fth eChurch (Col. 1:13; BEph.
1:22 , 23).

2. With thist houghtinm indwes eethatt he Church
is subje ct to His so vereign will and t herefore
should func tion accordd ng to Hi s desires an d
directi ons( Eph. 5:2 3).

B.T his neta phor illus trat ess econdl yth e

func tion i ng oft he Churchas a body of
believers.

1.J ust | ikethe diffe rentpar tsof our bodi es
worktog ether to carryou to ur desir esa nd do
aswe direct, so theChurchi s tofu nction
accordingt o the Lord's wll.

2.J ustlk e all ofth e partso f our Bodies are
moved by the one headso shoulde verymemker in

the Ch urch be dir ected by the Lord Jesu S
Himself.

II.SOME OFTHE THINGSINVOLVEDIN THISRELATION SHPAS BELI EVERS

A. This relationship involves first of all
unity among the members wit hinth e Church.

1. Just like a body is composed of many members but
they all nmakeu po neb ody thatf unctionst oget her,
sot he indi vidua | members in the Churchm akeu p
onebod y of belie verswhichs houldf unction
together (IC or. 12:12,13).

2. In this respect we see there should be no
schism within th e body (I Cor, 12:25). In other
wordsjus t li ke indivi dual members ofab odyd o
notwor k agai nstone another neit her should

membeso f a Churchworki n opposition too ne
anoth er.

B. This relationship involves diversity among the



members within t he C hur ch.

1.Just like the different members of a physical
body have differ entpurp oses and differen t
functio ns,s o doindivid ualm enberswithin the
Chur ch Bo dy (E ph. 4:16; | Cor.1 2:14 -23).

2. Notice for this r eason there are
different member s inthe  Churc h body whoha ve
dif ferentgif ts andt hisme ans we shoul dn't seek to
do what others do or to functio n in the verysame
manner as they do (I Cor. 12:4; | Peter.4:10,11).

C. This  re | ationship involv es dependence upo n one
anothe r anda muual regardfo r oneanotherwithin
thebo dy ofbe Iie vers.

1. Just like one part of a phy sical body is dep endent
uponother part s to functi ons o nustt he menbers
wit hina Church be (FRom 12:5; Eph. 4:16).

2. Notice als o when one partof our bodieshur ts so
does this aff ectthe  whole body. | n this respect

then the members ofa Churchough t to be affecte dby
what happenst o0 neanother (I Qx. 12: 26).

D.T hisr elationshipwithoneanotheri sdirectly
relatedt oone’ s rela tion shipwit h the LordJes us.

1. Just like eac h part of a body nust respond
individually to its head to have harmoneous
fun cti onsso nust each nembker withi n aChurchbe
property responsiv e tothe Lord to insure ha rmony
and interactio nw ith othermemb  ers (Eph
4:1 5,1 6; Cd. 2:19).

2. Notice thism eans when amembe r of a Church
is not in fell owshipwi th the Lord he wil |
notbewi tho thers and whenheis notin
fellowship wit h o thers, heisn ot with the
Lord.

I.SOM E OF THE TH NGSIMPLI ED FOR US TO DO BASED UPON THIS
RELATIONSHIP

A. We should look to the Lord for what He would have
us to do as ani ndivid ual and we shouldsee k doHi s
will inourl ives.



B. We should work together as members of a Church so
thatwemay  func tionf rict ionl essas a body of
belie vers.

C. We should recognize individual differences and
exercise our different gifts for the edification
of the other members of the Churc h.

D. We must remember that unity within a Church is
predicated upon anove rallsub jectiont o the
Lords hip of C hri stwho is the Head.



