
INTRODUCTION TO THE SEVEN METAPHORS OF 

THE CHURCH 

I.  WHAT WE HAVE REVEALED IN THE WORD OF GOD 

A. We find that the church in God's  program is likened 
or analogo us to  s even di stinc t fi gures or  meta phor s 
which are u sed t o t eac h c er t ai n sp ir i tu al pr i ncip le s.  

B. As we would define the meaning of a metaphor we 
will see it is using one idea or relationship in place 
of another to suggest some likene ss to it. For an  
example, believe r s have a relationship to the Lord as 
sheep do to a shepherd. 

 

II. WHAT  THESE METAPHORS OF THE CHURCH MEAN TO US 

 
A.  Each o f t hese met aphor s i s u sed to  
   show s ome  kin d o f spiritual relationship  
   between belie vers and the Lord  Jesus.  

B. Each  of t hese metapho r s te ache s some s pirit ual 
truths which are based upon this r elationship.  

C. E ach of th ese met aphors will b r ing us c l oser t o 
the Lord and b enefit us perso nally in ou r 
worship and ser v ice for the Lord as  we more 
fully und erst and them.  


