
         MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN # 3  

                  "THE MUSTARD SEED" 

I.  AN ANALYSI S OF THE PARABLE (Mat t . 13: 31,32)  

A. The sower in  t his par able i s n o doubt Chris t .  

B. The fi el d once again is n o doubt r efe r ri ng to 
the wo r ld ( Matt. 13 : 3 8 ) .   

C. The musta r d s eed here  has t o b e the Ki ngdom of 
Heaven or th e whole sp her e of pr of es sin g 
Chr is t endom. Th e li ber al s inter pr et t he mus t ar d 
see d t o be t he g ospe l , t he p l ant a s t he Chur ch, 
and th e bi r ds as all th e di f f er ent peopl e gath ere d 
in t o t he chur ch .  Th i s i s no t t enable fo r several 
reasons:  

1.  Firs t we see the t hing s in thi s para ble are 
all symbol i c of eart hly an d S at ani c 
cor r upt io n r at her than spiritual  
Blessing.  

2. Sec ondly w e see t he conte xt of all th ese          
par abl es are tea ching ho w the seed - sowing progr am wi l l 
be corr upted duri ng this prese nt ag e.  

D. The birds repr esent th ose w ho wi l l be an t agoni stic to 
the see d-sow i ng p r ogram f r om wi thin Christe ndom.  

II. WHAT WE CAN ANTICIPATE DURING THE COURSE OF THIS PRESENT AGE.  

A.  We can antic i pat e Christ i anit y as a  whole to  be 
charact erize d by an  enormous but unnatural growth. 
The sphere of Christian profes sio n will g r ow t o gr eat 
proport i ons l ike a  musta r d seed w hich s houl d have 
become a shru b but bec ame a tr ee i nstead. The tree no 
doubt is symbolical of an earthly Kin gdom as w e have 
pic t ur ed i n Ne buchadnezzar ’ s vi si on( Dan. 4: 21,2 2) .  The 
greatne ss of  this Kingdom will be  worldly and it will be 
condemned like the church of Pergamos, whose name 
means " Marri ed," and  who held to  t he doct r ine of 
Balaam. (Rev . 2: 14).  Balaam wasn ’ t successf ul in  curs i ng 
Israel, but  h e e nticed t he me n of Israel  t o co mmit 
fornica t ion with the  daughters of Moab. This is what 
will be characteristic of the church in our day. We 
can expect it to commit spiritual forni cati on a nd t o 
be “o f th e wor ld ” inst ead of " i n i t".  

 



B. We can expect Christianity in its 
enlarged proportions to become in wardly 
corrupt . The bird s which devou r ed t he seed  
in th e fi r st par able r epre sent ed 
oppos i tio n fr om withou t , but here we see the 
opposition will come from within the ranks o f 
Christi an pr ofes sion. Th i s me ans we can  
expect Christian i ty as a whole to  be 
corrupted by lib erals and modernists who  
will be nested  i n it, but they wi l l really  
be against the  seed-sowing  progr am. Notice how  
this is so descri ptive of o ur d ay:  

 
1. Org ani ze d r el ig io n i n o ur d ay has bec ome 

a nes t i ng pl ace f or t hose who den y ever y maj or    
doct r ine of  t he Word o f God- even t he Lor d Jesus 
Hi mself.  

2.Most schools and seminaries have long 
departed from the fundamentals of the 
faith and are Amillennial. There is, 
for example, n ot one  single sch ool in all  
the S. B. C. which ho l ds t o t he pr e-
mi l le nni al r etu rn of Chr i st.  

3. Christianity today has become worldly and 
socially acc ept ed and t hose w ho cont end f or t he 
fu ndamenta l s of t he f ai th or  car ry out t he seed-
sowi ng or sou l -w in nin g programs a re mocked and  made 
fun of.  

B.  We who are saved can anticipate the Lord's 
coming to take us out of thi s cor r upt i on ( I  
Thess. 4: l 3-1 8), but o r ganiz ed Chri stianity will 
continue in its worldly corruption and be 
gat her ed under  one head a nd become a one- wor ld 
churc h. Th en th i s gr eat t r ee o f Chr i st endom, wi t h 
al l i t s wo r l dli ness and c orr upt io n, will be cut 
down by our Lord when He comes at the Second 
Coming at the end of the tribulation period. 
Compare Rev. 13:11-17; 18 : 2-8; 17:15-17).  

 

III.SOME APPLI CATI ONS WE CAN MAKE FROM THIS PARABLE 

A.  First of all, we should not be confounded by 
those who con t end t hat t he r ef er ence to t he 
musta r d se ed as t he smallest seed  proves  an 
error in the Scriptures. The word here is a 
comparative and not a superlative and should 
be translated "lesser" not the “least”. It 
should be understood al so t hat t he Lord J esu s 



was speaki ng of seeds nat iv e t o th at 
par t ic ula r a re a.  

B.  A second a ppli cati on f or us i s t o ke ep o n 
cont endi ng f or t he fun dament al s o f th e Fai t h 
and keep on w it h th e seed-s owi ng pro gra m 
despi t e th ose who have d epar t ed fr om th em. 

C.  Thirdly we should maintain a Scriptural separation 
indiv i dua l ly and as  a chur ch f r om peopl e and pr ogr ams 
withi n Chr i st endom whi ch te nd to mak e Chr i st i anit y 
mor e accept able t o t he w orl d b ut whi ch r eall y 
in vol ves spi r it ual f or ni cat i on wi t h the  wor l d.  

 
 


