
                  INTRODUCTION TO 

"WHAT PARENTS NEED TO PRACTICE TO BRING THEIR CHILDREN UP        

RIGHT" 

I.  WHERE MOST OF THE PROBLEMS LIE CONCERNING CHILDREN 

A.  A s bad as secu l ar humani sm is ,  with i t s e volu t ion and 
athei stic te ach in gs, it alone cann ot be bl amed f or 
all the  prob l ems t hat chil dr en have.  

B.  As i mpor t ant a s a good f undament al Bi bl e-p r eachi ng 
churc h i s,  it alone i s not suffi c i ent,  even w i th a 
Chr i st i an S chool educat io n to t rain c hildren t he w ay 
they ou ght t o be brought up.  

C.  Most o f th e p r obl ems t hat ch i l dr en h ave a r e di r ect ly 
re l at ed t o t he k in d of ho me- l i fe t hey have and t he 
fa mi l y st r uctu r e i n whi ch they have been nur ture d.  

II.  WHAT HAS BROUGHT ABOUT MANY OF THESE PROBLEMS 

A.  The f ami ly u ni t has been b ro ken down by s oci al a nd 
economic changes a nd dema nds w hich have put  both pare nts 
into th e work for ce.  

B.  Secondly the traditional values concerning marriage have 
deteriorated and have b een r epl aced by t he "try  it a nd s ee 
i f y ou l i ke i t co ncept." The divo rc e rate i s pr esent l y 
running aro und fi f ty per cen t .  

C.  Third l y t he permi ssiv e philosop hy of rea r ing chi l dren has 
been substituted f or the Biblical system of discipline in 
the training of chil dr en.  

D.  Fou r thly the  views an d pro pagat i ons of t he women's  rights 
movement have bro ught about a change in the commitments 
of women to the family and chil d-rea r ing r oles for that of 
ca r eer i sm. 

E.  Finally all of these things have brought about a change of 
parental roles in  the family leaving  little or no  
organization, or der, or ex ample fo r chi ld r en t o foll ow.  

III.  HOW SOME OF THESE PROBLEMS CAN BE SOLVED 

A. Some of these problems can be solved by committing 



ourselves as pare nts to t r y to  addr ess and corre ct th e 
present situ atio n.  

B.  Second l y,  something can b e done by get t ing back t o 
some Bi blica l pr i ncip l es co ncern i ng pare nta l r ol es and 
res ponsib i l i ti es.  

C.  Third l y, anot her th i ng whic h can be  done i s applyin g a 
Scrip t ura l syst em of rul es for chi l d- r ear i ng.  

D.  Finally something can be done by making some sacrifices in 
some areas for  the sake of your chi ld ren.   
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I.PARENTS NEED TO TAKE THEIR PROPER ROLES 

AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE FAMILY. 

A.  Some thing s th i s involves  

1.  Thi s i nvol ves f i r st o f a l l t he h usband b ei ng t he h ead o f t he 
f ami l y a nd h avi ng aut hor i t y o ver t he wi f e a nd t he c hi l dre n ( I 
Cor. 11:3;  Eph. 5 : 2 3 ) . This c arr i es wit h i t t he re sponsi bili t y of 
pr ovi di ng f or t he f ami l y b ot h s pi r i t ual l y a nd p hysi cal l y.  

2.  Secondl y, t hi s i nvol ves t he w i f e t aki ng a p osi t i on of s ubmi ssi on 
t o h er husband, b ei ng h i s h el pmeet , an d r ender i ng r espect a nd 
obedience to h i m (Ep h. 5:22,24,33;  Col. 3:18;  I Pet. 3 : 1 ) .  

3.  Notice thi s pr i nciple of auth orit y and submissio n is God's  
or dai ned p l an a nd i t h as n ot hi ng t o do w i t h e qual i t y. I t has t o 
do w i t h b ei ng a ssig ned d i f f er ent a r eas o f r esponsi bi l i t y. T hi s i s 
t he s ame p r i nci pl e upon w hi ch God t he Fat her a nd C hr i st car r i ed 
out t hei r r esponsib i l i t i es.  Al t hough Chr i st i s c o- equal wi t h t he 



Fat her H e made H i msel f s ubj ect u nt o Hi m f or t he p ur pose of 
carrying out H i s ass i gned plan (Jn.14:28;  4 :34) .  

4.  Now n ot i ce t her e' s a not her p r i ncip l e w hi ch i s a bsol ut el y 
essent i al f or a h usband a nd w i f e t o ta ke t hei r G od- gi ven r ol es 
and o per at e o n t he aut hor i t y -  submi ss i on p r i nci pl e a nd t hat i s 
t he p r i nci pl e o f lo ve.  The F at her l oves t he S on a nd t he Son 
l oves t he F at her (Jn. 3 : 3 5 ) . We s ee t he sam e th i ng i s t r ue with 
the c hurc h - Christ i s over the church and He loves the church (Eph. 
5 :25 ) . The c hur ch i s s ubj ect t o C hr is t a nd e xpr esses i ts l ove t o 
Hi m t hrough subm i ssi on to H i m (Eph. 5 : 2 4 ) . So must i t be  between 
the hu sband a nd t he wi f e.  

5.  Thi s i nvol ves a r el at i onshi p w hi ch i s an i nner c i r cl e w it h t he 
chi l dr en o n t he o ut si de. G od o r dai ned t he mar r i age r el ati onshi p t o 
be a l i f el ong t hi ng b ut t he p ar ent - chi l d r el at i onshi p i s a 
te mpor ar y one ( Mat t . 1 9 : 6 ) . God has c ommanded chi l dr en t o be 
res pect fu l a nd ob edi ent t o bot h o f t hei r pare nts (E ph. 6 : 1 , 2 , 4 ) .  
For t hi s r eason t he h ome i s n ot t o r evol ve a r ound w hat th e children 
want to do and the y should not be all owed to come into the i nner 
ci r cl e a t a ny t i me l i ke a n e qual v ot in g member w oul d d o i n a 
democr acy.  What is d one i n a f ami l y shoul d b e d et er mi ned b y t he 
husband i n l ove f or h i s w i f e a nd c hi ld r en, t he w i f e s houl d be 
subject and obedie nt to him out of lo ve, and the childre n shoul d 
be d i sci pl i ned i n l ove t o d o w hat t hey a r e t ol d t o d o (Eph. 
6 : 4 ) . The pa r ent who be comes a pa l a nd al lo ws hi s c hi l d to di r ect 
what t he f ami l y d oes makes a g r ave mis t ake.  

 

 
B.  Some r easons wh y w e s houl d p r act ic e t his  

1.  Thi s k i nd o f re l at i onshi p s houl d be p r act i ced s o c hil dr en w i l l 
gr ow u p w i t h t he pr oper r ol e model s an d b e s ui t ed f or a happy 
mar r i age r el at i onshi p f or t hemsel ves.  What k i nd o f r ol e 
model a c hi l d h as i n t he h ome i s w hat he w i l l b ecome.  God 
hel p t he poor fell ow who ma r ries a  gir l who comes from  a h ome 
where th e mot her i s i n a ut hor i t y.  And G od h el p t he p oor gi r l 
who g et s a y oung man w hose d ad n ever was r esponsi bl e i n t he 
home.  

2.  Pr act i ci ng p r oper r ol es i s a l so ne cessar y f or a f amil y to  
God's bl ess i ngs upon it.   The  aut horit y-s ubmi ssi on pr i nci ple 
operating in l ove i s God's ordained plan.  Now the f irs t 
evi dence o f a s pi ri t c ont r ol l ed l i f e i s s ubmi ssi on t o t he t hi ngs 
of the Lord (Eph.  5 : 2 1 ) .   This means if a woman is  not willing 
t o s ubmi t h er sel f t o h er h usband' s a ut hor i t y s he i s n ot wi l l i ng 
to submit her sel f t o God's  pl an and so s he not onl y has a  problem 
with her husba nd b ut with the Lor d as wel l .  On the  ot her h and a  
husband w ho d oes no t a ssume h i s G od- gi ven r ol e i n mar r i age i s 
di sobeyi ng t he L ord a nd i n e i t her o f t hese c ases God wil l not 
bless disobedi ence.  



 
 

C. S ome w ays w e c an c ar r y t hi s o ut  

1. Pr act i ci ng p r oper r ol es c an b e c ar ri ed o ut b y r eal i zi ng f i r st  
of all t hat while men and w omen are sp ir itually equa l ( Gal.  
3 : 2 8 ) ,  t hey h ave b een g i ven d i f f ere nt a ssi gnment s b y t he L or d.  

2. S econdl y h usbands s houl d t ake t heir r ol es a nd r esponsi bi l i t i es 
and a ssume t hei r Go d- gi ven a ut hor i t y t o d i r ect t he a f f air s o f 
t hei r f ami l i es a nd i t s houl d b e d one i n l ove.  

3.  Thi r dl y w i ves shoul d t ake a r ol e of s ubj ect i on t o t hei r h usbands 
as it is fit in th e Lord and allow th eir husbands to be  t he head 
in t hei r f ami l y.  

4.  Fi nal l y c hi l dr en sh oul d b e t aught t o obey t hei r p ar ent s and t o 
r espect t hem and th i s i nvol ves a p r ocess o f l ovi ng d i scip l i ne.  
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II.PARENTS NEED TO BE INVOLVED IN A PROGRAM OF TRAINING 
THEIR CHILDREN IN THEIR HOME 

A.  Some things this involves  

1.  This involves the acknowledgement and the establishment 
of each  pers on's position.  

a.  It is the responsibility of the father as head of 
the home to see that his children receive the proper 
trainin g tha t the y need.  

b.  Then b ot h t he mot her and f at her must as sume the  
responsibility of being instructors to their 
children (Dt. 11: 18-21; Pr ov. 1: 8 ;  2 2 : 6 ) . Thi s i s a  
t wo- parent job tha t one can not leave to the other.  

c.  The child should be viewed as a trainee in the home 
to be trained by the example and precepts of his 
parent s (Ep h. 6: 1-3; Col. 3:20)  

2.  This involves certain things in the secular realm.  



a.  A child needs to be taught certain skills and habits 
that will help him through life from tying his shoe 
laces t o bru shing his  tee t h.  

b.  A child needs to be taught some personal  
re sponsi bi l i t y and t o do t hi ngs f or hi msel f.  

c.  A child needs instruction which is commensurate with 
his age as he enters the different stages of 
development in  his life.  

d.  Not i ce b ecause of n egl i gence i n th ese ar eas ma ny 
young w omen t oday don't  know th e f i rst thi ng 
about cooki ng or sewi ng a nd some young me n can't  
per fo r m th e s impl est re pai rs a r ound th e house.  

3.  This involves certain things in the spiritual realm.  

a.  In this area the father is to take the role of  
leadership and see that his children are brought up 
in the nurture and the admonition of the Lord (Eph.  
6 : 4 ) . Thi s i s not somet hi ng w hic h s hould b e left fo r 
the w i fe t o d o.  

b.  Secondly the father should lead the family in setting 
a godly example for them. This includes taking his 
family to church, family devotions, and showing them 
how a Christian ought to be different from others in  

the worl d.  It' s  not eno ugh to pr ovide a hom e, 
food, and clothin g for ch i ldre n.  

c.  Thirdly children need to be instructed in their  
need of salvatio n and after the y a re saved they  
should be taugh t by example an d pr ecept how to  
serve the Lord.  

B.  Some reasons why we should practice this  

1.  We s houl d d o th ese t hi ngs f i r st of a l l t o h el p o ur  
children grow up and develo p into mature , 
responsible indi viduals and hav e some things to  
help them through life.  

2.  Sec ondly i t' s  a respo nsibi l ity that  God has give n to  
par ents a nd it c annot b e l ef t  to t he past or , t he Sunday 
School t eacher, o r t he baby- si t te r .  

3.  Thirdly we ought to train our children so that they 
will gr ow up an d c ont in ue to s erv e t he Lo r d.  

4 .  Finally we need to train our children so they will become 
a blessing to us later on in life rather than a burden 
(P r ov . 2 3: 24- 26; 29:15) .  



RULES FOR RAISING DELINQUENT CHILDREN 

1.  Begin with infancy to give the child everything he wants.  He will 
th en gr ow up to b eli eve t he wor ld o wes hi m a l i vi ng.  

2.  When he picks up bad words, laugh at him.  He will think he is 
cute.  It will encourage him to think up "cuter" words and phrases 
that wi l l bl ow of f t he t op of y our h ead l at er.  

3.  Never give him any spiritual training.  When he is 21 let him 
dec i de fo r h imsel f what he want s t o be.   (Don't  be surpr i sed i f h e 
decid es t o do noth i ng.)  

4. Avoid the wor d "wrong." It mig ht develop a guil t complex. A fe w 
years late, whe n he is arreste d f or stealing a car , he will fe el 
that so cie t y is a gai nst h i m and t hat he i s b ei ng pe r secut ed.  

5.  Pick up after him.  This means wet towels, books, shoes and 
clothing.  Do everything for him.  He will then become experienced in 
evading resp onsib i lity an d inc apabl e of fin i shin g any ta sk.  

6.  Let him see everything, hear everything and read everything smutty 
he can get his hands on.  Make sure the silverware and drinking 
glasses ar e st er i l iz ed but l et hi s m in d f eed on g ar bage.  

7.  If you have a serious conflict in opinion with your spouse, fight 
it out i n fr ont o f the ch i ldre n.  It 's  good fo r youn gsters to  view 
their parents as  human beings who express themselves freely and 
openly. Later, if  you get divorced , t hey ' ll  know wh at caused i t .  

8.  Gi ve your chi ldr en all t he spendi ng money th ey wan t .  Af t er 
a l l ,  one of t he re aso ns yo u h av e wor ke d s o har d al l your l if e i s 
to ma ke li f e e asi er fo r y our c hi ld re n.  Why shoul d th ey have i t 
as ro ugh as y ou did?  

9.  S at i sf y h is eve r y cr avi ng fo r fo od, d r in k, an d co mfo r t .  S ee 
th at hi s ever y desi r e i s sa t i sfi ed.  De ni al mi ght l ead t o h ar mf ul 
frus t rat i on.  

10.  Take your child's  part again st nei ghbor s, t eache r s and 
fri ends. This wi l l pre pare you to take  his part ag ainst t he 
police.  

11 .  When he get s into s eriou s tr ouble, a polog i ze f or your self by 
saying, "I  can' t  underst and w hy he turne d out lik e this.  We gave 
him EVERYTHI NG. "  

12.  Prepare for a life  of grief,  You are apt to h ave i t .  
(Unknown source).  

 



C.  Some ways we can carry this out  

1.  Spend some time with your children not just money on  
them.  

2.  Take the time to teach them the things you have been 
ta ught o r had t o l ear n t he har d way.  

3.  Establish a regular practice of family devotions in 
your home with the father taking the lead and allowing 
the child r en t o t ake pa r t.  

4.  Make every experience a learning experience and use it 
as an opportunity to instruct your children in some 
precept or princip l e.  

5.  Above a l l se t an example of fa i thfu l ness in  the 
Lor d's service.  
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III.  PARENTS NEED TO SET CERTAIN RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR 
THEIR CHILDREN TO FOLLOW IN ORDER TO TRAIN THEM. 

A.  Some of the things this involves 

1.  There should be a rule set r ega r di ng 
faithfulness in church attendanc e ( Heb.  1 0 : 2 5 ) .  

2 .  There should be some rules set concerning who 
your children can h ave a s f r i ends ( Psa.  1 : 1 ;  I 
Cor.  1 5 : 3 3 ) .  

 



 

3.  There should be some rules set concerning the 
places where you r chil dr en ar e permitted to go  
(Prov.  1 : 1 5 ;  I Thess. 5 : 2 2 ) .  

4.  There shoul d be some rules and regulations set  
regarding when your c hi l d is t o g et u p ,  when he 
is to  go  to b e d ,  and wh en he i s to be home (Dt .  
6 : 7 ) .  

5.  There should be some rules set regarding leisure 
t ime.   Hous ehold duties and studies should be done 
before recreational activities ar e pe r mi tt ed.  

6.  There need s to be rules s et regarding respect  
for the parents in t he home ( Ep h .  6 : 2 ) .  

7.  There need s to be some rule s set regarding what 
your children do wi t h whate ver mo ney th ey ar e 
g ive n .  

8.  There needs to be rules set regarding who 
your child is permitted to date ( I I  Cor.  
6 : 1 4 ) .  

B.  Some reasons why we should practice this 

1.  First of all training  r equir es i t .   Without 
certain rules and regulations there can be no 
training  because there is no st andar d f or 
conduct.  

2.  Secondly,  children need to know what is 
required of them so they will not be provoked to 
anger or confused when they are di sciplin ed fo r 
infract i ons.  

3.  Thirdly rules and regulations are necessary in 
order for a child to be disciplined for 
disobedience or praised for obed i ence.   Prop er 
train i ng  must in still  t hes e tw o pr i nc ip l es .  

C.  Some ways we can carry this out 

1.  Parents must first of all be consistent concerning 
the rules they have set .   To di s ci p l i ne  one tim e 
for an infraction and not to discipline  another 
time for the same infraction teaches a child he ca n 
sometim es do  wro ng and g et b y .  



2.Secondly parents need to understand that their                                                                                                            
children have a s in natu r e an d th at they wil l  do wrong  
and dis obey t he r ule s . When this  happe ns t he chi l d 
shoul d be rep r oved and discipli ned. Someone has said 
"B e fo r e  you pu t the p addl e on th e bott om, you should put 
the pr i nc i ple  i n the  t o p . "   Thi s involves"  a proces s 
of sit t in g d own with  the child  and ask i ng  questi ons 
l i ke :  What did  you do?   Ha ven ' t  I t ol d you not to do 
that?   Do yo u understand why that was wrong to do?  Do 
you think you deserve to be disci plined?  

3.  Thirdly and perhaps most important is the positive side of 
th i ngs.   Oftent i mes parents apply only discipline in the 
training of t hei r children.   Al l t he child  ever ge t s i s a 
sp ank i ng or a s ermon.   But ther e are some other things that 
must be involved in child-trainin g.  

a.  Parents need to praise or commend their children when 
they do right and reward them for their obedience. 

b.  Parents need to show aff ec t i on toward their children and 
tell them often that they love them.   This is especially 
true during a ti me for discipli ne .  

c.  Parents need to encourage their children real often 
especially durin g time s of fai l ur e or dej ecti on.  

4 .  If a child is praised and shown affection for 
doing r ight ,  di sciplined for doing wr o n g ,  and  
encouraged when he has not attained so met h i ng,  
he will grow up loving and respecting his 
parents and trying to please them and make them 
proud of h i m.  
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IV.  PARENTS NEED TO DISCIPLINE THEIR CHILDREN IN A BIBLICAL 
AND PROPER MANNER 

A.  Some of t he t hin gs t hi s i nvol ves.  

1.  This involves first of all fulfilling a God-given 
responsibility (P r ov. 2 2 : 6 ;  13:2 4;  23: 1 3 , 1 4 ).  

2.  Thi s i nvol ves choosin g God's  way ove r man's  ways o r 
our ow n per sonal fe el i ngs ( Pr ov. 1:28-31).  

a.  Some p ar ent s are i nfl uenced by t he h umani st i c 
phi l osophy that c hildren are basically good and if 
left to themselves wi l l gr ow u p i nt o happy, w el l-
bal anced a nd wel l- adj uste d i ndiv i duals .  Di sci pl in e 
is l ooked u pon a s a hi ndr ance to th i s pr oces s.  But 
note wha t God says in  Pr ov. 1 9 :18 ;  22:1 5 .  

b.  Some o t her p ar ent s ha ve a mi sunder st andi ng o f t he 
meani ng of l ove a nd say " I lov e my child so  much I 
can't  bear t o spank h i m . "   But real love chooses  
the best for other s and o ft ent i mes i t demands 
di sci pl i ne t o corr ect s omet hi ng in a chil d' s l i f e 
whi ch w oul d k eep h im fr om what is b est for him.   
Notice God s ays l ove and l ack of di scipline do not 
go t oget her (P r ov . 13 : 24 ) .  

3.  Thi s i nvol ves par ents t aki ng t he t i me whi ch is 
necessar y w hen it is  neces sary in  ord er to tra i n thei r 
children (Dt.  6 : 7 ) .  

a.  Oft en pa r ents are  lax and  say " I don ' t  have the  
time to spank my c hild like it should  be done."   
But just like a f ar mer must put in t he wor k t o 
gat her h is fruits , so must par ents put i n t he 
ti me to d i scip l i ne t hei r chi l dre n i f they e xpect 
to see r ight eous f ruits i n the i r li ves. ..  

b.  Par ent s sh ould l ook upon t he n eed f or 
di sci pl i ne a s an i ssue which love cannot 
compromise.  And the question is really one of 
love:  Do we love our children enough to take 
the time to correct them properly?  

4.  This involves avoiding two extremes  

         a.  Of t enti mes par ent s ar e si nf ull y p er missiv e wi t h t heir  
chi l dre n a nd al l ow t hem t o d o wr ong and g et b y w it hout 
any real discipli ne.  This ought to be viewed as a form 
of ch i l d abuse be cause it w i l l r esul t i n gr eat h ar m to 
th e chi l d l at er o n i n l i f e.  

 



b.  On t he o t her ha nd p ar ent s o f t ent imes d i sci pl i ne i n an  
i mpr oper m anner o r go t o t he o t her e xt r eme a nd i nf l i ct 
physi cal h ar m on th ei r c hi l dr en.  I t shoul d b e s een t hat 
many t i mes c hi l d ab use c omes a bout a s a r esul t o f h avi ng 
no pro per met hod o f di sci pli ne e sta bl i shed i n t he h ome.  
So what h appens of t entimes is done in  an angry response  
and out of fru stra t ion to  disobed i ence.  

5.  Thi s i nvol ves sever al s peci f i c a re as i n t he p r ocess of d i sci pl i ne 

a.  Firstly,  chi l dren  shoul d b e di scipl i ned f or w i ll f ul 
disobedience.  In doing this a parent  needs to  
clearly discern th e difference betwee n what a child  
is not able to do and what a chil d wi l l not do.  

b.  Secondly child r en should be taugh t to obey their par ents 
pr ompt l y.  Par ent s shoul d v i ew d el ayed o bedi ence a s 
disobedi ence.  

c.  Thirdly obedie nce should be carri ed out completely.  It 
is st i l l d i sobedi ence t o o bey i n p ar t.  Ki ng S aul 
pr esent s a s t r i ki ng i l l ust r at i on o f ho w God v i ews t hi s 
ki nd o f obedience ( I Sam. 15 ) .  

d.  Fourthly obedi ence should be unqu estioned.  It shoul dn't  
be based upon whet her something is re asonable or  
unreasonable to a chil d.  

e.  Finally childr en should be taught  to obey their pare nts with  
t he r i ght h ear t a tt i t ude.  I t i s n ot pr oper o bedi ence f or a 
child even to do what he is told to do if he does it with a 
complaining, grumb l ing, or sassy atti t ude.   Obedience w i th 
a r i ght at tit ude i s set f ort h as God's  requ i re ment i n Dt. 
28: 45-4 7.  

f.  Now t o summar i ze -  obedi ence is d oing ex act l y w hat we're  
told to do,  when we're  told to do i t ,  and doing it 
completely with the right heart attit ude.  When any of t hese 
things ar e l acki ng i t s houl d b e v i ewed a s w i l l f ul 
di sobedi ence and i t calls for dis cipl i ne.  

B.  Some rea sons w hy we  should prac t i ce t his.  

1.  Par ent s s houl d di sci pl i ne t hei r ch i l dr en f i r st o f a ll b ecause 
it i s God's  presc r ibed met hod of d eal ing with dis obedi ence a nd i t 
will bring the desir ed results if  it is f ollowed (Pro v. 
29 : 1 5 , 1 7) .  

2.  Par ent s o ught t o d i sci pl i ne t hei r chi l dr en b ecause lo ve d emands it 
( Pr ov. 13: 24).  

3.  Thi r dly pare nts need  to s ee t hat lack  of d i sci pline 
usually l eads t o mor e s er i ous p r obl ems l at er o n i n a 



ch i l d 's  l i f e. Notice a  stat ement releas ed so me 
years a go by  the Minneso t a Crime Commission:  

" Ever y b aby s t ar t s l i f e a s a l i t t l e sa vage.  He i s 
compl et el y s el f i sh and s el f - cent er ed.  He w ant s w hat h e 
want s w hen h e w ants i t :  hi s b ott l e, hi s mothe r 's at te nt io n, 
hi s pla ymat e's t oy, hi s uncle's watch.  Deny him th ese and 
he seethes wit h ra ge and aggr essi veness, w hi ch w oul d b e 
mur der ous i f h e w er e n ot s o helples s.  He is dir t y.  He has  
no morals, no knowl edge, no ski l l s.  Thi s means t hat a l l 
chi l dr en -  not j ust c er t ai n c hi l dr en-  ar e b or n d el i nquent .  
I f p er mi t t ed t o c ont i nue i n t he s el f -c ent er ed w or l d o f hi s 
i nf ancy, g i ven f r ee r ei gn t o h i s i mpul si ve a ct i ons t o 
sat i sf y h i s w ant s, ever y c hi l d w oul d gr ow up a c r i mi nal , a  
th i ef , a killer, a rapist."  

C.  Some w ays w e ca n c ar r y t hi s o ut  

1.  Parents need t o use the right ins t rument when spanki ng a 
child for disobedie nce.  The "rod"  in Pr ov. 13: 24,2 2:15;  
23:1 3,14 , 29:1 5  means a f l exi ble bran ch or t wig or w hat we 
woul d cal l a swit ch.  Par ent s s houl d not u se t hei r h ands as 
i nst r ument s f or di scipline.   The rod i s a neutral object  
which should becom e identified with d i scipline.  The han ds 
should be identifi ed wi t h e xpre ssi ng af f ect i on o r l ovi ng 
ser vi ce.  

2.  Par ent s s houl d spank t hei r c hi l dre n p r ompt l y w hen t hey a r e guilty 
of willful disobed i ence.  They should never  defer dis ci pl i ne 
unt i l d addy c omes home o r s omet i me later.  Not i ce i f t he r od i s 
t he f i r st r esponse and n ot t he l ast re sor t children will learn 
immediate obedienc e.  Parents oftenti mes fa l l i nt o t he t r ap o f 
r epeat ed w ar ni ngs and n o a ct i on.  This usually leads to t he 
parents reaching t he point of anger o r fru str ati on and s ometi mes 
str i ki ng t he chi l d in  an i mpr oper manner. Chi ldren will always 
press things to th e limit and they qu i ckly learn where t he line  
of response is.   What parents ne ed t o do i s t o make t he l i ne o f 
r esponse t o f ol l ow r i ght a f t er a n a ct of willful dis obedi ence  

3.  Par ent s s houl d f i nd a p r i vat e p l ace w hen d i sci pl i ni ng t hei r 
chi l dr en.  Embar r assment s houl d n ot be a p ar t o f t he p r ocess.  

4.  Parents should  make sure their ch i ldren understand t he reason  
for being spanked.   They should reali ze that discipline i s 
not an a t t ack u pon t hem but c or r ect i on f or t hei r w r ong- doi ng.  

5.  Parents need t o spank their child r en in the proper p l ace.  A  
chi l d' s botto m is the  safe and pro per pla ce.  

6.  Par ent s n eed to h ave a p er i od o f r econci l i at i on w i t h t hei r  
children after the y are spanked.  Dur i ng this time they  
should be reassure d of love for t hem. 
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V.  PARENTS NEED TO HELP THEIR CHILDREN DEVELOP POSITIVE AND 
PROPER ATTITUDES 

A.  S ome of t he t hi ngs t his i nvo lv es  

1.  This involves first of all keeping controversial 
issues between t he par ent s and avo id i ng a r guments 
in fr ont of t he chi l dr en.  

In a recent survey it was reported that 40% of the 
parents polled were guilty of arguing in front of 
their children.  In the same survey it said that most 
family arguments occur over how to discipl i ne t hei r 
childre n.  

2.  Secondly this involves showing respect for others 
especially those in authority and not criticizing or 
running them down in front of your children.  
Incidentally the same practice should be the rule 
when the chi l dre n are not pres ent (I Thess. 
5 : 1 2 , 1 3 ) .  

Many times families go home from church and have 
"roast preacher" for dinner.  They chew on 
something in the sermon that was said or the  
manner i n wh i ch t he past or di d a certain t hing .  
Don't be surprised if your children grow up and 
have no interest in church or the things of the 
Lord if criticism of others is a regular pract i ce 
in your  home.  

3.  Thi rd l y t his i nvo l ves appli cat io n o f a ce r tai n: 
pri nci ple . Negat iv e talk produces negative attitudes; 
positive talk produces positive attitudes.  And the 
kind of attitude we have about someone or som et hi ng 
det er mi nes h ow we ar e goi ng t o act t owar d th em. I have 
seen cases where parents have run down the pastor in 
front of their children and they imagine it is all 



hidden but it so on comes ou t i n how t he c hil dr en ac t 
to war d t he p ast or . 

4.This development involves establishing a rule 
of no gossip in t he home ( Pr ov. 1 7 : 9 ;  18:8;  Psa. 
15 : 3;  1 9 : 4 ) . The thing about gossip is that it 
usually involves conversation that hurts someone 
else rather than helps them.  We are exhorted to 
say things tha t e dify or build ot hers up (Eph.  
4 : 2 8 ) .  

 
5. This  proc ess  i nvolves refl ecti ng upon and 
rehears i ng God' s bles sin gs bef or e your chi l dre n on a 
reg ula r daily ba si s ( Ps a .  6 8 : 1 9 ;  103: 2 ). Some 
people are always complaining and griping about what 
they don' t  have instead of  t hank i ng God f or w hat 
they do have.  

 
6.  Thi s dev el opment i nvol ves s howi ng conce r n f or 
the  needs an d the bu r dens of  oth ers an d 
in vol vi ng y our ch il dren in  pra yer for them and i n 
ways to help them (Phi l .  2 : 4 ) .  

7.  F i nall y t hi s devel opment i nv ol ve s r espondi ng to 
tr i al s a nd a dve rs e cir cumst ances i n way s w hi ch wi ll 
te ach y our c hil dr en to r ely u pon t he Lo r d an d s eek 
Hi m f or th e s tr engt h t hey need to sustain them ( Psa.  
3 4 : 1 9 ) .  

When adver si t y comes, make i t a  matt er of fa mi l y 
pr aye r .  L ook f or poss i bl e bl ess in gs in i t and ma ke t he 
best of ba d s it uati ons by claimin g God 's  promises and  
keeping in  mi nd t hat God  is w orki ng all th i ngs t ogeth er 
fo r our go od ev en t hough we m ay not under sta nd i t at the  
time ( Rom. 8 : 2 8 ) .  

B.  S ome r easons why we s houl d pra ct i ce t his  

1.  T hi s i s n ec essa r y f or a c hil d to  gr ow up a nd ac t i n a 
God-h onori ng way .  Parents should be far more concerned 
about the kind of attitud e the i r children disp l ay t han 
most of  them ar e Attit udes p ro duce a cti ons.  

2.  Secondl y par ent s sh oul d t ry t o i ns ti l l posit i ve a nd 
pr oper  att i t udes so th ei r chi l dr en wi ll h ave a gr eate r 
pot ent i al f or serving th e Lor d and being a ble ssin g to 
others.  

3.  T hi r dl y t hi s is a  must f or chi ld r en t o enj oy li fe fo r 
th emsel ves and make it e njoya ble f or othe r s.  

C.  Some ways we  can carry this o ut  



1.  F i rst we  can re fle ct u pon God 's  blessin g at m eal 
times and  other times wh en we  are togethe r as a 
family.  

2.  Se condl y we ca n have f amil y d i scus si ons a nd i n 
th em d i sc uss posit i ve t hi ngs t o pr oduce p osi ti ve 
ac t io ns.  

3.  N ext we c an shar e t he needs of ot her s du r i ng 
devot i onal t i mes and not on l y pr ay f or t hem but 
devel op so me pl ans t o hel p t hem. 

4.  F i nall y w e can show r es pect fo r oth er s by s peak in g wel l 
of th em rather than crit i cizi ng t hem befo r e ou r ch i ldren.  

 


