
THE THINGS WHICH 

DANIEL SAW CONCERNING 

THE GENTIL E K IN GDOMS 

AND THEI R RULE                         

(Chapte r 8)  

I.  The Vision which Daniel had in the palace at Shushan 
concerning the Gentiles and their Rule. 

A.  Daniel saw  a ram  standing b y t he river of Ul ai 
( 8 : 3 , 4 ) .  

1.  Notice this ram had two horns.  One horn 
came up and then when the second horn 
came up it came up higher than the fir st 
one ( 8 : 3 ) .  

2.  Daniel saw this ram moving North, South, and 
West and becoming great so that no other beasts  
could stand in  hi s way ( 8 : 4 ) .  

B.  Daniel saw also a rough he-goat come and 
smite the ram, break his tw o horn s, and de stroy 
him ( 8 : 6 , 7 ) .  

1.  Not i ce th i s he - goat had a  gr eat h orn bet ween i ts 
eye s ( 8 : 5 ) .  

2.  Notice seco ndly when this h e- goat grew very  
great its great  horn  between it s eyes wa s 
broken and four others came up in it s p l ace 
whi ch went in f our di f f er ent d i r ect i ons 
( 8 : 8 ) .  

3.  Then we see that out of these four horns one 
grew exceedingly great and magnified himself 
and took away the daily sacrifice by 
transgressing ( 8 : 9 - 1 2 ) .  

C.  Daniel was also  told in his vision of a King of 
Fierce Countenance who would stand  up in the 
latter time and destroy the Lord's  peopl e a nd even 
conf r ont t he P r in ce o f Pri nces  ( 8 :23 - 25 ) .  



II.  THE INTERPRETATION THAT DANIEL WAS GIVEN 

A.  The ra m wi t h t he tw o h orn s ar e th e Kin gs of Medi a and 
Per sia ( 8 : 2 0 )  

B .  The h e- goat is t he Ki ng of G r eece an d t he hor n b et ween 
it s e yes i s the f ir st ki ng of t hat K i ngdom ( 8 : 2 1 ) .  

C.  The f our h or ns w hi ch c ame up w hen th e gr eat h or n was 
br oken ar e f our k in gdoms 8 : 2 2 ) .  

 
D. The l i t t l e horn t hat comes ou t of t he fo ur h orn s 
seems t o b e th e King of F i er ce Co unt enance o f ver se 
23. But t he d esc r i pti on goes furt her th an th at 
fu l f i ll ed i n one of t he Ki ngs fo l l owin g t he Kingdom 
of Gr eece.  
 

III.THE THINGS WHICH WOULD COME TO PASS CONCERNING THE 
GENTILE KINGDOMS ACCORDING TO THIS CHAPTER 

A.  We see first of all that the Babylonian Kingdom 
would fall to the Medes and P ers i ans ( 8 : 4 , 2 0 ) .  

B.  Secondly the Kingdom of the Medes and the 
Persians would fall to the Gr eeks ( 8 : 7 , 2 1 ) .  

C.  Thirdly we see out of the Kingdom of Greece 
would arise four Kingdoms ( 8 : 2 2 ) .   This 
was fulfilled at the  death of A l exander the 
Great .  Hi s s on,  Hercules,  was k illed and 
the K i ngdom was d ivided among his four 
generals. Cassander assumed power over 
Macedoni a and Gre ec e; Lysim acus to ok co nt r ol 
of As i a Mi nor ; Seleucus t ook over Syria  and 
the Nea r Eas t ;  and Ptol emy a ssumed contro l 
of Eg ypt.  

D.  Finally we see that out of these Kingdoms would 
arise a King who would desecrate the worship of 
the Jews and destroy many of them ( 8 : 9 - 1 4 ) .   
This was no  doubt fulf i lle d in 168  BC when Anti ochu s 
Epiphanes IV of Syria offered a sow upon the altar 
in the Temple at Jerus alem .  I n i t s pla ce h e 
erect ed a n al t ar to  Jupite r and forbade the Jewish 
sacrifices and worship.  This set off the 
Macca bean war s whic h r esult ed in r egain i ng 
Je r us al em and r ededi ca t i ng the t emple in 165  B . C .   
This time of per secution ran 2300  days beginning 
around 171 BC when Antiochus first plundered 
Jerusalem ( 8 : 1 4 ) .  



E.  Thus we h ave s een t hat Daniel' s vi sio n o f t hi s 
chapt er gi ves us det ai l s about t he second and 
th i r d Ki ngdoms o f Medo- Per si a an d Gr eece.  

IV .  S OME DETAI LS WHIC H POI NT OUT SOME DEFIN I TE THI NGS.  

A.  Not i ce i n t he descr ip t i on of t he Ki ng of F i erc e 
Count enance th at whi l e th i s p r ophecy was ap par entl y 
fu l f i ll ed i n par t in t he per son of Ant i ochus 
Epi phances IV,  i t pr esent s hi m as a t ype o f t he 
Antichr i st w ho wi l l come i n th e las t days.   Not i ce 
he :will  st and up  agains t Chr ist and b e dest r oyed 
(8 :25 ;  Rev. 1 9 : 1 9 , 2 0 ) .  

B.  Not i ce secondl y th at t he desecra t i on of t he t emple  and 
th e desol at i on o f it s w or shi p an d it s sacri f i ces i s 
al so a  t ype of w hat t he Ant i chri st wil l d o i n t he 
middl e of t he Tr ib ul at i on Per io d ( 8: 11- 13;  Mat t . 
24:15;  II Thess. 2 :4 ;  Rev. 1 3 : 1 5 ) .  

 


