
HOW OLD WILL A PERSON BE IN HEAVEN?  

To a nswer th i s 
ques t ion . ..  

I. W E NEED T O UNDERSTAND THE P URPOSE FOR GROWI NG OLDER 
IN TH I S WORLD 

A. Growing  old er in  this world i s a  part of God' s p lan 
for perpetuati on of  the human r ace. It is God's pl an for  
children to gr ow up  and to marr y a nd to beget th ei r own 
children. Grow i ng older and mat ur i ng physically i s a  
necessary part  of God's ordaine d plan fo r t he h uman rac e 
(Gen. 1:2 8; 9 : 1) .  

B. Growing old er in  this world al l ows us to gain  wi sdom 
for living in t hi s world and fo r ser vi ng G od i n g re at er 
ways. G r owi ng o ld er i s a n ecessary p ar t o f t hi s p ro cess. 
I t t akes t i me f or a c hi l d t o mat ur e a nd g ai n w i sdom f or 
l i vi ng i n t hi s wo r l d. T hi s i s al so true concer nin g t he 
chi l dr en of G od (Heb.  5: 12, 13; I I Pet. 3:1 8).  

C. Growing old er in  this world al l ows us the  
opportunity to  encounter variou s exper i ences a nd to  
ser ve t he L or d in d i f f er ent c apaci t i es. S amuel a nd 
Dani el f or exampl e s erv ed t he Lor d as young men i nt o 
the i r old age (I Sam. 3: 1; 8:1; Dan . 1:6,21). Thro ugh 
those years th ey both  encounter ed various  experi ences 
as God' s s erva nts and  t hey ser ved in a v arie t y o f ways .  

II . WE NEED T O CONSID ER WHAT T HE SCRI PTURES SAY I N REGARD TO 
AGE AND GOD' S KI NGDOM 

A. The Scriptu r es say that chil dr en are a part o f 
God's Kingdom ( Matt. 19:13- 15). T his text shows t hat 
children who r each the age of a ccountability and  
believe on the L ord are sa ved and beco me a part of th e 
Kin gdom of God.  

B. T he S cr i pt ur es s ay t hat c hi l dre n w i l l b e a p ar t of t he 
mi l l enni al K i ngdom (Is a.11:;8,9; Zech. 8:5). The se are  no 
doubt children  born during the mi l lennial reign  to tho se 
who ha ve natu r al and not gl orif i ed bodi es.  



C. T he S cr i pt ur es a l so s ay t hat Sa muel w ho d i ed a nd w ent 
t o par adi se,  whic h u sed t o b e i n t he h ear t o f t he ear t h, 
was b r ought u p as a n o l d man f or  Saul t o s ee (Isai ah 
28:11-14). But  we must understa nd that  this mani f estation 
of Samuel was a uniq ue acc ommodat io n f or Saul to se e and 
tha t Samuel d i d not h ave a  glor i fi ed body. Old Testament 
saints will re cei ve their glori f i ed bodies at th e S econd 
Coming of Chri st (Dan. 12: 1- 3).  

II I . WE NEED TO C ONSI DER A CERTAI N FACT I N THE CREATI ON OF 
ADAM AND EVE 
A. Notice when  God created Adam  and Eve He creat ed 
them as mature  adults.  They di dn' t ne ed to g r ow 
ol der t o p r oduce off - spri ng a nd t o per pet uat e t he 
human r ace ( Gen. 1:2 7, 28) . I t wa s Go d' s p la n f or 
th em to b e mat ur e.  

B. I t shoul d be no te d i f Adam and Ev e had not d i sobeyed t he 
Lor d an d b een cut of f f ro m God spi ri tu al l y t hey wo ul d never 
have ex per i enced t he e f fe ct s o f agin g and would not h ave 
died. In  that c ase their c hildren w ould have  been b or n and 
then grown up to t he same mature age like Adam and Eve and 
remained at that age.  

IV. WE N EED TO UNDERSTAND A CERTAI N PRINCIPL E WHICH 
MANIFESTS ITSELF THROUGHOUT THE SCRIPTURES 

A. H ere' s th e pr in cipl e -  God want s us t o mat ure and r each 
a st age of c ompl et ion spiritually s peaking (Eph. 4:11-15; 
Heb. 6:1,2).  

B. Notic e in th e s ame sens e God's w i ll for u s physi cal ly is  
to be co mplete. A nd one day t he ef f ect s o f t he c ur se wil l 
be r emoved a nd o ur bodi es w i l l no more b e pl agued with all  
kinds of  afflic t i ons (Phil . 3:20, 21; Rev. 21 : 4; Isa . 35:6). 
This wil l no do ubt in clu de t he r ever sal o f t he a gi ng 
ef f ects o f s in s o th at th er e w il l be no y ounger or  ol der 
glorifie d bodie s. There  wi l l only  be mature glorifi ed 
bodies.  

C. This princip l e of  matur i ty wil l n o doubt i nclude a l l 
those ab orted b abi es who were ne ver gi ven t he c hance t o 
gr ow ph ysi call y in t hi s wor l d. When th ey re cei ve t heir 
gl or i fi ed b odi es t hey w il l b e co mple te a nd mat ur e ones.  



V. WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND WHAT CHANGES WILL TAKE PLACE WHEN 
WE LEAVE THIS LIFE 

A. If we  leave t hi s life b efore t he rapture  occurs our soul 
will be with th e L ord  (II Co r . 5: 8). Th er e we w i l l awai t our 
re sur re ct i on body whi ch we w i l l r eceiv e w hen the rapt ure 
occurs(I Thess.4:13-18).  

B. W hen w e r ecei ve our re sur r ect ed body i t wi l l be l ik e 
Chr i st' s r esur r ect ed b ody. I t wi l l be f r ee of c orr upti bl e 
th i ngs such as d is ease an d a gi ng a nd not su bj ect t o deat h ( I 
Cor .1 5: 53).  

C. H ow ol d w i ll people be  t hen in heaven ? I beli eve 
ever yone wil l be of a matu r e age and complet e with no 
youthful inabil i t i es nor e f fects of aging.  Just how  ol d 
will tha t be? T her e is som e Scrip t ur al evide nce to suppose 
that thi s age m i ght wel l b e 30 y ears ol d. A p r i est i n th e 
O.T. be gan h is m in is t r y at a ge 30 (N um. 4 :3 , 35) . The Lord 
Jesus filling this requirement began His ministry at age 
thirty (Luke 3:30).  

Whi l e no o ne now knows fo r s ur e i t seems th at w hat ever t he 
age o f mat ur it y is t hat wi l l b e t he age o f al l t hose i n 
heaven t hr oughout al l e te r ni t y.  

This means there will be no babies needing bibs or old men 
needing bifocals!  

 


