[11. OUR SPIRITUAL ENEMY: "BEELZEBUB"

A. The Name by which our Spiritual Enemy isCalled

1. The name Bedzebub (O.T. form Badzebub) was the name designated to the
Phili stine god d fliesand means "lord of flies."

2. Other spellings of this name have gpeaed historicdly which designate the
moral impurity of thisbeing:

Bedzebel means"lord or god d durng.”

Bedzebul means "Lord of the house or dwelling" in which evil spirits
dwell.

3. It shoud be noted that behind all the diff erent heahen deities or gods were
demons who worked and in turn were worshipped. Examples of these would be
Chemosh, agod d the Moabites, Dagon,agod d the Phili stines;, Moled, agod
of the Ammonites, and Bad, agod d the Canaanites.

4. The name Bedzebubseamsto indicae the position d Satan over al the
demons who are behind the fal se gods.

B. The Notionsthat Some People have

1. Some people suppacse that the idols worshipped by various peoples are simply
apart of their religious culture which evidences their expresson d worshipping
God and therefore shoud na be mwndemned. But it shoud be noted that
immorality is always associated with idolatry (Rom. 1:21-31).

2. Some people suppcse that heahens who are invalved ignorantly in all kinds
of idolatrous worship are not condemned because they dorit know any better.
But the Scriptures teat that God's person and pawver arereveded in credion
and this renders every man withou excuse (Rom. 1:20). The Scriptures also
tead that if aman will accept the spiritua li ght which God gives him, then
Godwill give him more light. If heahens were not condemned there would be
no reed for misgonary enterprises and the tremendous cost and saaifices
involved. Note Jn. 318.



C. TheNatureof Our Spiritual Enemy which is Derived from this Name

1. The name variation "Bedzebel" or "god d dung" may well fit the devil's
charader because heisinvalved in tempting men to dothings which are dirty
and morally unclean (Ex. 321-8,18,19,25Num. 25.1-9).

2. The name "Bedzebuld' or "god d the house or dwelli ng" indicates that the
devil isthe Lord over al the demons who are behind the various idols which
have been worshipped down through the ages and invalving present
manifestations of idolatrous worship. Examples would involve Buddhism's
Buddhe, Islam's "blac stone”, Americds Santa Claus, and Roman Cathadlicism's
icons of the various saints. Notice God's displeasure with idolatry

(Dt. 17:2-7; 1 Cor. 6:9).

D. The Necessity for Defending Our selves against the God of the Demons

1. First of dl, we a believers shoud be obedient to Scriptura mandates
concerning idals (Ex. 204,5, DT. 1621,22 Judges 6:25).

2. Seawndy we nedl to redize that there's no paver, nolife, and no bessngsin
any ida andthey are in themselves nathing. But we need to seethat behind
every idd thereisademon undy the diredion d Bedzebubwhois Satan the
"lord of the house" of al demons.

3. Note when the goostle Paul oppased idd worship it stirred upastorm in his
day andit still doestoday because it encroaches uponthe devil's territory
(Acts 17:16;19:23-41).

4. We shoud redize that our Godwill not give Hisglory toidals (Isa. 428).
Andwe shoud make sure that Christ is given the glory at Christmas, Easter and
at other times and nd fictiti ous charaders behind whom is Bedzebud.



