
 
 
 
 
                   A SPEAKING GIFT 
            THE GIF T OF  A P O S T L E S H I P -  

Text I Cor. 12:28 ;  Eph. 4:11  

EXPLANATION 

WHAT WAS INVOLVED IN THIS GIFT? 

A.  This gift was the original missionary gift.  The word  
apost le m eans  someone se nt .  It i nvol ved t he L ord 
cal l i ng c er t ai n in di vi dual s, c ommi ss io ni ng t hem, and 
conf i rmi ng t hei r mi ni st r y ( Mat t . 10:1,5,8) .  

B.  Thi s g i f t i nvolv ed pr eachi ng t o peopl e i n d i ff er ent 
pl aces and i t r equir ed sp eci al God-g iv en po wer s wh i ch 
conf i rmed and aut henti cat ed t hei r message ( II  Cor. 
12 : 12;  Heb. 2 : 4 ;  Mat t . 10 :8) .  

Manyt imes f olk s mi ss t he po i nt o f t he mi ra cl es i n t he 
Scriptures which both Jesus and His disciples did.  
The p ur pose of m i r acle s w hi ch w ere d one was t o aut hent i cate  
the m essenger and h i s mes sage ( J n.  7:21, 31;  14:11;  
20: 30,  
31) .  

EXERCISE 

II.   HOW THIS GIFT WAS EXERCISED I N THE N . T .  

A.  This gift was exercised first of all in a unique 
way by the 12 apost l es a nd i t wa s re str i ct ed i n 
ce r ta i n wa ys to t hem.  

1.  T hose wi t h th is gi f t ha d b een wi t h t he Lor d 
Je sus f r om the be ginning (Act s 1 :2 1 ,22 ) .  

2.  T hose wi t h th is gi f t ha d r ec ei ve d a p ers onal 
ca l l and commiss i on f r om t he Lord Himse l f ( Mark 
3 : 1 3 , 1 5 ) .  

3.  T hose wi t h th is gi f t ha d t he power t o wo r k 
mi r ac l es (Mat t. 1 0: 8 ;  Mark 3 : 15;  Act s 
2 : 4 3 ) .  



4.  T hose wi t h th is gi f t we r e se nt t o t he Je ws to 
pr eac h the gos pel of t he King dom (Matt. 
1 0 : 6 , 7 ) .   Thei r power s we r e t o su bst ant ia t e 
th eir m ess age.  They wer e t o p ro vi de no t hi ng 
fo r t hemse l ves as a te st i mony ei th er for or  
agai nst t hei r bre th ren ( Matt.  1 0 : 9 ,  14 ,  40,  
4 2 ) .  

         5 . T hose wi th t his g i ft wer e used by t he Lor d  
to la y t he f oundati on f or t he ch ur ch 
pr ogr am. To t he apos t le P ete r was given the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven or the 
di sti nct pr i vil ege of openi ng th e door of 
th e gospel t o the Je ws ( Act s 2 :3 8 -41)  as 
wel l as t he( Acts  10:44-48 ) .   It was upon  
this group tha t th e Lord sent t he H ol y Spi ri t t o 
in dwell a nd to i ni ti at e t he Chur ch p r ogr am on 
t he d ay o f P ent ecost (Lk  24:49? Act s 1:2-
4,8;  Eph. 2:19 , 2 0 ) .  

6.  Those w i th t hi s gi f t had t he p ower t o best ow t he 
Hol y Spirit upon believers by laying their hands 
upon them. No t i ce wh i l e Phi l i p pr eached h e was n ot 
an a post l e a nd di d not possess this power that the 
apostles possessed. (A cts 8:14-18 ) .   Once again  
this  power was  to confirm t he message and he r e i t 
re l at ed t o t he c hurc h p ro gr am of in cluding half-
Jewish Samaritans in the body of Christ.  

B.  Thi s g i f t of apost l eshi p o r bein g sent as a 
missi onar y w as ext ended to  othe r s in  the N. T .  but 
it di f fer ed f r om t hat which the orig i nal 12 
possessed.  

1. N otic e ot hers were call ed a post le s wh o wer e n ot 
among t he o r ig i nal t wel ve.  Barn abas was 
cal l ed an a post l e (Acts 14: 14). So was James  
(Gal.  1 : 1 9 ) ,  so was Paul (Rom.  1 : 1 ) ,  
Silvanus and T i mothy (I  Thess. 1 :1;  2 : 6 ) .  

2.  Notice that the apostolic gift differed with these  
other apostles in both their message and their 
ministry. Wh i l e th e or i gi nal 1 2 were sent t o t he 
Jews an d l ai d t he foundation for the church with 
their ministry, these other N . T .  apostle s 
preac hed t he gospe l of t he g r ace of  God and had a 
ministry of planting churches (I Cor. 9 : 1 , 2 )  .  

3.  Notice that the ministry of the other apostles was  
conf i r med i n a s i mil ar w ay a s t he o r ig i nal 1 2 b ut 
t hat s uch mi r acul ous p ower s c eased w hen t he 
message o f t he church pr ogra m had been 
authe ntic ated (A cts 13 : 6- 12 ; 14:8-10; 16: 16-
18;  19:11 - 20; 20: 9- 10;  28: 1- 6).  



EXTENT 

III.   HO W THI S GIF T OPERATES AND APPLI ES TO I NDI VI DUALS I N 
OUR DAY.  

A.  The a post ol i c gi f t h as h ad a c onti nui ng a spect i n 
t hose w hom we r ef er t o a s mi ssi onar i es i n o ur d ay.  
These a r e God c al le d a nd c ommi ssi oned i ndi vi dual s w ho 
ar e g i ven s peci al abi l i t i es t o g o t o ot her p eopl e a nd 
est abl i sh c hur ches among th em. 

B.  Ther e a r e t hr ee a spect s i nvol ved i n t hi s g i f t t oday 
and a l l t hr ee o f th ese t hi ngs s houl d be e vi denced b y 
t hose who h ave i t .  

1.  Fi r st o f a l l a  mi ssi onar y i s s omeone w ho i s s ent .  
He i s n ot l i ke a pa st or w ho i s c al l ed t o a p ar t i cul ar 
past or at e, r at her he i s s omeone w ho is s ent o ut of and 
supported by a local church.  He may not know to begin 
with where he is going but the Lord will lay a burden 
upon him to  go ou t f rom whe r e he is.  Compare t his i n 
Paul and Ba rnabas' case (Act s 13:2- 4).  

2.  The second aspect involved in the missionary gift is the 
ability to transcend cultures or to serve in a different 
culture than your own.  Only an individual with this 
gift will be able to adapt to such differences and do 
the Lord ' s wor k.  Those wi t hout it  wi ll not ge t over the 
cul tu r e sh ock and w i ll de vel op p r obl ems.  

3.  Finally involved in the missionary gift is the goal of 
church-planting which is always associated with and 
dependent upon ot her gi ft s w hi ch an i ndi vi dual m ust 
have. In order to e stablish a church one must have 
another spi r i t g if t such as te achin g o r ev angel i sm.  
Goi ng across the oc ean doesn't make an individu al a  
mission ary. Nor doe s the ability to live among different 
people-th ere m ust b e peopl e wo n t o Chr i st and c hur ches 
pl ant ed.  

ERROR 

IV.  WHAT IS FALSELY PROPAGATED CONCERNING THIS GIFT? 

A.  Some claim to be apostolic successors with 
miraculous powers to do  thi ngs l i ke the  apostle s 
did ( Acts 2 : 4 3 ) .   Thes e fa i l t o see that the 
miraculous power was to authenticate their witne ss.  
(II  Cor.  12:12 ;  Heb. 2 : 4 )  

B.  This apostolic gift involved the unique ability to 
go to different people and preach and minister in 



a way so that churches were established.  It is 
evident that the miraculous powers associated with 
this gift ceased when the gospel message h ad b een 
auth enti cate d (I I  Tim. 4 : 2 0 ;  Phi l.  2 :25 - 30 ) .  
From this we may conclude that there is no such 
thing as apostolic succession and that there are 
no apostles today with miraculous powers.  The 
message of the church program of t he b ody i n C hris t 
has been con f irm ed (He b .  2 : 3 , 4 ) .  

 


