THEGIFTOF HELPS - A Serving Gift

TEXT: Romans12:7,1Q | Corinthians 12:28

EXPLANATION

. WHAT WASINVOLVED IN THIS PARTICULAR GIFT

A. Thegift of helpsisthe God-given ahility to serve the Lord
in various suppating roles.

B. Thisgift usually invalves doing different temporal tasks
that enables others to minister in spiritual areas.

C. Thisgift isnot helping the poar, the sick, the needy and
the like which invalves the gift of showing mercy but this
isoffering to help in away that frees or suppats others
to minister in spiritual things.

D. Just what isinvolved in this gift can be seenin the
example of Acts 6. Here we seeseven men were dhasen to
take cae of some widows who were being negleded bu
although this involved waiting on tables which they did,
the greder servicethey provided wasto freethe gostles
for spiritua things (Acts 6:4). Notice & aresult of
their service more folks were wonto the Lord.

EXERCISE

II. HOW THIS GIFT WAS EXERCISED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. Thisgift was used to suppat those who ministered the Word
of God on misgonary journeys.

1. Thisistherolethat JohnMark was fulfilli ng before he
deserted Paul and the others (Acts 13:5).

2. Thisistherole that Timotheus and Erastus were



fulfilli ng with the Apostle Paul (Acts 19:22).

3. Lukethe physician no doulbplayed abig suppating role
and exercised the gift of helps as he acompanied Paul
on hs preading travels (Acts 20:6).

4. Tychicus (Col. 4:;7) dong with Priscilla and Aquill a
(Rom. 16:3) also exercised this gift and served in
suppating roles with Paul.

5. Some of the others who exercised this gift in this
resped are mentioned in Acts 20:4,5).

B. Thisgift was used secondy to suppat thase who ministered
the Word of Godwithin aloca church.

1. Inthisresped we find there were & least 16 men and
10women that Paul mentionsin the church at Rome

(Rom. 16). Phebe was no doult an oustanding woman who
exercised this gift.

2. Stephanas was apparently onein the church at Corinth who
exercised this gift in this particular resped
(I Cor. 1615). Phil. 4:3 mentions othersin that
church.

C. Thisgift was exercised aso in an unwsua way inthe N.T.
that is not seen today.

1. We note there were thase who ministered to Paul's neals
while hewasin prison bu here ayain while the exercise
d this gift met hisphysicd neealsit suppated him to
cary onthe gospel ministry.

2. Among thase who wsed their gift in this resped would no
doult be Epaphroditus from the dhurch at Phili ppi

(Phil 2:25). Othersin thisresped would be Fortunatus,
Stephanas, and Achaicus (I Cor. 1617).

EXTENT

. HOW THIS GIFT OPERATES AND APALIESTO USIN OUR DAY



A. Thegift of helpsis apparently awidespreal gift among the
spirit gifts and for goodreason sincethere ae so many
suppative things which need to be doreto have agood

ministry of the Word of God.

B. Today asin N.T. times this particular gift isexercised in
many suppative roles that are necessary bath onthe misson
field aswell asinthelocd church.

1. Onthe missonfield thereisagrea need o carpenters,
pumbers, eledricians, maintenance men, painters,
plots, medanics, nurses and a host of others to work in
suppativeroles o that others might have aministry
with the Word of God.

2. Inthelocd church there ae ahost of things which
require those with the gift of helpsto servein
suppativeroles. Someoneis nealed to serve &
treasurer, ancther for typing, anather for ushering,
ancther for sending church flowers, ancther at baptismal
services, ancther to take cae of communion; one for
church supgies, another for working on the building; one
for maintenanceon abus or van, anather cleaning the
bulding; one for picking up folks for church and this
isonly to mention afew and dort let me leave out
nusery workers, soundmen, and van drivers.

C. It shoud be noted that the gift of helpsisjust as
important as any other spiritual gifts and that we ae dl
co-laborerstogether in the Lord's srvice  Some folks
can't pread o tead a dassbecaise they dorit possess
those gifts but there ae many suppartive roles that will
help enable those who minister the Word to be freeto give
themselvesto this.

D. It shoud aso no naed that a pastor can't do everything
and there ae many things he would dowell nat to do
because they would tie up histimethat is needed in ather
areas. A pastor must set priorities with histime and
nothing shoud interfere with his gudy time to minister the
Word o God.

E. Findly I thinkit is nateworthy to mentionthat if a durch
isblessed to have agoodministry it isin alarge measure



dependent upon hav many folks there ae whowill faithfully
servein suppativeroles 9 that the pastor can med
spiritual needs.

ERROR

IV. HOW THIS GIFT CAN BE MISAPH.IED AND MISUSED

A. A personwith this gift can become so involved in the
pradicd aspeds of the ministry that he can become
complacent about his own spiritual growth and development.

B. There may be atendency onthe part of those who pessess
this gift to be aiticd of otherswho dort work as hard
asthey.

C. Some may relegate this gift asinferior by feding, "well,
sincel dorit know what other gift | have, it must be this
one." But thisgift isjust asimportant as any other gift.
(Note the story of two men applying for ajob at an airline)



