DISCOVERING AND DEVELOPING YOUR SHRITUAL GIFTS

(INTRODUCTION)

. WHY A STUDY ON SHRITUAL GIFTS?

A. First of al believers are exhorted concerning spiritual
giftsnat to beignorant abou them (I Cor. 121) and
not to negled them (I Tim. 4:14) but to stir them up
(I Tim. 1.6).

B. The N.T. deds particularly with this sibjed in detall
(Rom. 12 1 Cor. 1214; Eph. 4.

C. TheN.T. Church leaned very ealy the blessng of
recognizing and wsing spiritually - gifted men
(I Cor. 6:1-7).

D. When the subea of spiritual giftsis taught and
beli evers discover their gifts and begin to uili ze them
it leads to a new sense of spiritual purpose and
fulfillment in their lives.

E. Believersneal to knaw the answers to the foll owing
questions:



II. WHERE CAN WE FIND A LIST OF THE DIFFERENT SARITUAL GIFTS?

A. Thiscan befoundin the Scriptural passages mentioned
(Rom. 12 1 Cor. 12 Eph. 4.

B. Noticethe following chart:



. WHAT ISA SARITUAL GIFT?

A. A spiritual gift isa Spirit-given ability for christian
service It isgranted by the Holy Spirit to every
beli ever to empower him to serve within the body of Christ
(Church) for its edificaion.

B. Noticethere ae threethingsinvolved in this definition:

1. First we seethe sourceof aspiritual gift - it is
something that the Holy Spirit Himself sovereignly
and gradously bestows upon l&lievers (I Cor. 1211).

2. Seawndy we naticethe nature of a spiritual gift - it
isadivinely ordained spiritual ability or enablement
(I Pet. 4:11). Itis God's power enabling a personto
doa cetain thing.

3. Thirdly we seethe purpose for which spiritual gifts
are given - they are for serving or ministering to the
saintsfor their edification (I Pet. 4:10).

4. The N.T. word for spiritual giftsis charisma and means
gift of gracefrom the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 126).

V. TOWHOM ARE THE SARITUAL GIFTS GIVEN AND WHEN ARE THEY
RECEIVED?

A. Every believer isgiven at least one spiritual gift
(Eph. 47;1 Cor. 127, 11, 27. It may be awhile before
a dild of God reaognizesit or he may never use it as



God intends, but there ae no exceptions.

B. Notice every believer isgiven his siritual gift or gifts
at thetime heis saved (I Cor. 1213). Thisexplains how
from the very beginning of the ealy church there were
thase who were qualified for the pasition d pastor or
deaon. The men who served in Acts 6 hed the gift of helps
and wisdom (Acts 6:3).

C. It shoud be understoodalso that manytimes believers are
endowed with severd different gifts. Paul for example
had avariety of spiritual gifts. But noticethiswas by
divine deding and we shoud be cntent to use what the
Lord hasgivento us (I Cor. 1218). We aenat
resporsible for the exercise of what we do nd have but
rather for that which we do have.

V. WHY WERE SHARITUAL GIFTS GIVEN?

A. Spiritual gifts are given for the benefit of others. For
thisreasonthey are nat for individuals to baast abou or
to selfishly glory in (Eph. 412).

B. Noticesincethe spiritual gifts are given for the benefit
and Hessang of the body of Christ to buld athersup, this
rules out any persona and private use of them. Sometry
to propagate that the gift of tonguesisfor private
devotional usein ou day.

C. Weshoud also nde sincethe purpose of spiritua gifts
isto edify othersit foll ows that only by faithful
attendancein services and fell owship with ather believers
can this purpose be redized. Thisiswhy folks can't
serve God properly when they al ow other things to take
them away from the services and ministries of alocd
church.

VI. HOW ARE THE SARITUAL GIFTS CATEGORIZED?

A. Spiritual gifts may be cdegorized in athredold way-
the spe&ing dfts, the serving gfts and the sign gifts.



B. It shoud be noted that nore of the sign gifts are
mentioned in the epistles except the letter to the
Corinthians. They were mentioned there to ded with the
problem which they had with ore of the sign gifts
(tongues). It shoud aso be noted that the sign gifts
authenticaed the message of those who were sent by the
Lord and they served to confirm what they said
(I Cor. 1:22; n. 630; Mk 16:17,18 1l Cor. 1212,
Heb. 23,4; 1 Cor. 1422).
Noticethe dart below:
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VIl. HOW DO THE SARITUAL GIFTS DIFFER FROM OTHER THINGS?

A. Spiritua gifts are nat the same things as talents that
we may posEss

1. A talent depends uponanatura ability that we have
and these ae posessd by the unsaved aswell. But a
spiritual gift depends upona God-given spiritual
ability.

2. Noticetaents can relate to anyone and dsplay them-
selvesonanatural level. Spiritual gifts however
relate only to the eification d the body of Christ.
When these ae demonstrated they are supernatural and
abowve aything onthe human level. Also when these
are eercised they build athers upin the faith.

3. Tdentsdiffer dsointher source They are natural
abiliti es apart from any spiritual birth and may be
passed down through heredity. Spiritual gifts onthe
other hand are bestowed by the Holy Spirit.

4. Taentsare dso present from birth; gifts are present
only from the time of the new birth. Talents then are
natural abiliti es whil e spiritua gifts are spiritual
abiliti es.

5. Noticethere's adifferencein the purpose of talents
and spiritual gifts. Talents may entertain or inspire
others but these do so onanatural level withou
resped to spiritual results. Gifts however are for
the spiritual growth and nurture of the body of Christ.

6. Whiletalents do dffer from spiritua giftsa
christian shoud try to develop histalents asameans
by which the Holy Spirit may allow him to exercise his
gifts. We may also conclude that singing, playing an
instrument, writi ng, spe&ing, or painting and the like
are talents which must not be cnfused with spiritual
gifts or substituted for them. God hes given us
spiritual gifts to acemplish what talents could never
do. Notethe dhart below:



B. Spiritual gifts are not the same things as God-cdled and
God-appanted personsto certain offices.

1. Spiritual gifts are divine enablementsto dospedfic
service God-appanted personsto certain offices
are pasiti ons through which they may exercise their
spiritual gifts. Note Eph. 411,12,such individuals
are giftsto thelocd church.

2. Spiritua gifts may be bestowed upona believer,
however that believer may not necessarily be cdled
and appanted to a spedfic officein alocd church.
Problems always arise when individuals are placed in
cetain oficesand do nd possessthe particular gift
to be exercised through that office

C. Spiritual gifts are not the same things as ministries.

1. A ministry isthe sphere or areain which a spiritual
gift isexercised. For example the gift of teading
may be used in aministry to a dass on Jsitation a
in ore's home (Titus 2:4).

2. A ministry may change from locde but spiritua gifts
do nd change. Paul for example had a ministry to the
Jews through which he exercised his gift of preating



(Acts18:4,5,6. Then he conducted a ministry to the
Gentil es.

An example of these things being confused is evidenced
by iti nerant singers who look upontheir singing as a
ministry for the Lord. Ex: man who wanted to sing
gospel bluegrass

D. Spiritual gifts are not the same things as the fruit of
the Spirit.

1. Every spiritua gift isnat given to every individual
but every individual ought to have the whole duster
of the fruit of the Spirit.

2. Spiritua gifts are what beli evers have; the fruit of
the Spirit isthe evidence of what believers are.

3. Gifts haveto dowith christian service the fruit of
the Spirit hasto dowith christian charader.

E. Spiritua gifts are nat the same thing as giritual
maturity or godlinessof life.

1. A believer may possess vera gifts and yet be very
ungodly. The Corinthian believers had al the gifts
(I Cor. 1:7) but they were not spiritual
(I Cor. 3:.1,2,3.

2. A believer may possess giritual gifts and rever grow
to the placewhere he will exercise hisgift. Thisis
al too dten the cae with many who get saved bu



BVer serve.

VIII. HOW DO SARITUAL GIFTS FULFILL THEIR PURPOSES AND MEET THE
VARIOUS NEEDS IN THE CHURCH?

A. First of al for reading the lost, some have been given
the gift of evangelism.

B. For instructing and leading, God hes given the gift of
shepherding to the pastor.

C. For protedion d the body there is the gift of
discernment.

D. For encouragement there isthe gift of exhortation.
E. For financial suppat thereisthe gift of giving.

F. To help athers and show kindressthere is the gift of
showing mercy. All the rest have their own particular
purpase which we will consider later in this gudy.

X1l. HOW DO SARITUAL GIFTSRELATE TO THE LORD'S COMMANDS?

A. Spiritual gifts are often exercised in okedienceto
scriptural commands. For example an individual with the
gift of giving will be exercising his gift as he obeys the
Lord's commandin giving.

B. Obedienceto the Lord's commandsis not always limited only
to those with particular gifts. Every christianis
commanded to be awitness Every christianisalso
commanded to give. Every christian is commanded to dogood
to athers. Just becaise we ladk certain gifts this does
nat relieve us of the resporsibility to oley the Lord's
commands.



X. HOW CAN SARITUAL GIFTS BE RECOGNIZED BY THOSE WHO HAVE
THEM?

A. Spiritual gifts may be reaognized first of all by a
detail ed study through the Word of God as we seehow
cetain individuals were used to docertain things. This
we purpose to doin succedaling studies.

B. Spiritual gifts may also be reaognized as we obey the
Lord's commands and involve ourselvesin His srvice
Thisisusualy the way folks discover their gifts.
Anindvidual often dscovers as he atemptsto aid those
with certain problems that he himself has the gift of
showing mercy. Some folksfail to dscover their gifts
simply because they do nd obey the Lord's command to
serve.

C. Certain spiritual gifts may also be reaognized by a cdl
from the Lord as an individual isinvalved in faithful
service Anindvidual with the gift of pastoring will
be cdled by the Lord to be apastor. Anindividual
with the gift of evangelism will be cdled to be an
evangelist. Philip who hed the gift of wisdom and wsed
it in serving (Acts 6:3,5), also had the gift of evangelism
andwas cdled by the Lord to be evangelist (Acts 8).
Paul for example had the gift of teating and as he
exercised this gift in the dhurch at Antioch the Lord
cdled him to exercise some of his other giftsin other
areas (Acts 13:1,2).



X1l. WE ARE RESPONSIBLE TO DISCOVER AND TO DEVELOP OUR GIFTS.
A. Do you knav what your spiritual gifts are?

B. What are you dang with them?



