THEGIFTOF - TONGUES - ASIGN GIFT

TEXT: Acts2,10,191 Cor. 1214

EXPLANATION

. WHAT WASINVOLVED IN THIS GIFT

A. The gift of tongues was the God-given ability to spe&k in
ancther known and dscernable language.

B. Theword "tongue” ( whichisusedinthe
book d Acts, aswell as| Corinthians, has referenceto
spoken languages and canna be goplied to some gibberish
or ecstatic expressons which are not discernible language.

C. Weshoud nae that the word "unknowvn which isitalicized in
the scriptures does not appea in the original language. The
word has been inserted by the translators sncethey did na
know which language was implied in the context.

Notel Cor. 142,4,13,14,1%

EXERCISE

Il. HOW THIS GIFT WAS EXERCISED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. Thisgift was used to introduce the beginning of the diurch
program and to authenticae the gospel ministry andits
messengers.

1. Toinaugurate the church program onthe Day of Penteaost
the disciples receved the Holy Spirit as the Lord had
promised (Jn. 1416,17 Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8:) and they
spoke with ather tongues (Acts 2:1-5).



2. Noticethe Jews who were assmbled from every nation
under heaven head them spedk in their own language
and these languages are spedficdly named (Acts 2:5-13).
Note 2:6,8.

3. Thisleasto aquestionwhich needsto be aaswered. Why
was the gift of tongues exercised onthe Day of Pentecost
and on oty two ather occasions? Notice acording to the
Scriptures it was prophesied that God would spe& to
Israd (the Jews) with ather tongues (known languages)
and yet they would nd hea. Tongues-spe&ing then was a
warning of judgment because of their unbeli ef:

a. Noticethisiswhat the law had prophesied
(Deut.2849).

b. Thisiswhat Isaiah had prophesied (Isa. 2811,
33:19) and aso Jeremiah (Jer. 3:15).

c. Noticethisisthe purpose which Paul dedared the
gift of tongues srved (I Cor. 1421,22).

d. Onthe Day of Pentecost when tongues were spoken it
was a sign to the unbelieving Jews of judgment to
come for their unbelief. Thisjudgment fell in
70 A.D. when Jerusalem was destroyed and the Jews
dispersed.

4. Noticesincetongues-spegking was asign to the
unbelieving Jews when this gift was exercised onthe
two ather occasions (Acts 10,19 Jews were present and
it served the same purpose. Note Acts 10: 44,45.

5. Some have dted Acts 19: 1-7 to prove that one can be
saved and nd have the baptism of the Holy Spirit. But
these Jews in answering Paul's question indicated that
they had na been present on the Day of Pentecost and
had na been baptized into the body of Christ and become
apart of the dhurch program. These Jews were disciples
of Johnthe Baptist like Apallos (Acts 18:24-28:) and
knew nathing of the new church program which God had



begun.

6. We shoud nde that tongues-spe&king was not an evidence
of individuals who were saved and hed recaved the Holy
Spirit. Many were saved and receved the Holy Spirit
but they did na exercise the gift of tongues-speaking
(Acts8:12, 3638).

B. Thisgift was exercised in the Corinthian church in a canal
and immature manner.

1. The Corinthian believers elevated this gift above the
other gifts and this no douh engendered spiritual pride
and dvisions (I Cor. 14:26).

2. The Corinthian believersfailed to uncerstand that the
spiritual gifts were given to "edify" or build up dher
believersin the body of Christ and thisrequireslove
and consideration d others. The gastle Paul pointed
out that spiritual giftswithou love for others are
useless(l Cor. 1231; 13:1-3).

EXTENT

. HOW THIS GIFT OPERATES AND APALIES TO INDIVIDUALSIN OUR DAY

A. Thesign gift of tongues-spe&king does nat extend to our
day. Thisgift ceased with the dosing of the N.T. canon
of Scripture (1 Cor. 138-10). The referenceto "that
which is perfed” is a neuter pronounand nd masculine -



it refers to the Scriptures and nd to Christ.

B. If the gift of tongues were operative in ou day missonaries
wouldn't have to spend yeasin language schod leaning
foreign languages.

C. If the gift of tongues were for our day, Paul would have
laid ou its pradicefor the dhurchesin the doctrina
epistles of Romans, Galations, Ephesians, | and Il Timothy,
etc. But the only epistle to a durch that mentions tongues
isthe Corinthian epistle and this church was carnal and
plagued with all kinds of spiritual problems. One problem
no doult was the devation d the gift of tongues above the
other gifts. To corred this problem the gostle Paul gave
severa arguments:

1. Paul first ranked the gift of prophesy abowe the gift of
tongues because it edified everyone who head
(I Cor. 141-5).

2. Paul said edificaionrequiresa comprehension d what is
said (I Cor. 14:6-11).

3. Paul said edificaion demands consideration for
unbelievers (I Cor. 1423-25). If the believerswereto
med and they all spoke in tongues an unkteliever would
think them to be mad. However, if they met and
prophesied ar proclamed God's Word an unleliever who
would come might be convicted and conwverted.

4. Paul aso panted ou that the spiritual gifts were
distributed by the Holy Spirit Himself acoording to His
will and al believers had gifts but not all had the gift
of tongues (1 Cor. 1211; 12:.30). Thisiswhy itis
ridiculous to seek this gift or any gift for that matter.
People who seek the baptism of the Holy Spirit and a
demonstration d this baptism by spe&king in tongues fall
to uncerstand that gifts are sovereignly given by the
Spirit and these ae given at the moment of salvation.

5. Finally Paul refers to the misuse of tongues asimmature
and childish and that edification a the "building up"
of othersisthe primary concern andto dothisrequires
understanding (I Cor. 1412; 19,20.



ERROR

IV. HOW THIS GIFT CAN BE MISUSED AND MISAPRLIED

A. Some a%rt that the tongues-spedkingsin | Cor. 1214 are
ecstatic utterances (I Cor. 144). Advocaes sy this gift
isto be exercised in apersonal and private devotion
manner. Noticethisideadiredsits exercise inward and
excludes others. Thiswould dsqualify tonguesas a
spiritual gift. The giftsare not to be exercised selfishly
but outwardly and for the alification d othersin the
church.

B. Some mntend that spe&king in tonguesis an evidence of the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. The gostle Paul pointed ou
that al believers have been baptized by the Holy Spirit
(I Cor. 1213). The Scripturesindicaeif aperson daesn't
have the Holy Spirit Heis not saved (Romans 8:9). Paul
further paints out that while dl have been baptized by
the Holy Spirit, al didn't spedk intongues. For this
reason, spe&king in tongues could na be asign of baptism
of the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 1230).

C. Some use the prophetic words of Johnthe Baptist to say that
believers need to be baptized with the Holy Spirit
(Matt. 3:11). But the fulfillment of Johris prophecy came
onthe Day of Pentecost and this was a once-for-all
historicd event. Note Luke 24:49; John 1416,17 Acts 1:4;
2:33).

D. Some mntend that beli evers must seek the baptism of the
Holy Spirit and ask for it. But there is nowhere mentioned
in the Scriptures that believers dioud seek Holy Spirit
baptism. Andthereisagoodreason for the asenceof such
a ommand. If abeliever isarealy baptized by the Spirit,
why shoud he seek it? For a dristian to ask for the
Spirit's baptism is like amarried man asking hiswife to
marry him. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is aonce-for-all
occasion (I Cor. 1213) but thefilli ng or controlli ng
power of the Holy Spirit may and shoud occur repeaedly
(Eph. 518).



E. Many proporents of the tongues movement contend that tongues-
spe&ing is the path to christian growth and maturity. They
asert that it provides renewed devotion, a degoer prayer
life, and amore intimate ommunionwith God. But tongues-
spe&ing isnat limited to christianity alone. Tongues-
speking has been reported from the days of Plato and it has
involved nonchristian religionsaswell. It hasbeen a
pradice anong Hindus, Moslems, Mormons, and spiritual
mediums. Even the Unitarians who rgjed the deity of Christ
have reportedly spoken in tongues. Sincetongues-spe&king is
pradiced by nonchristians it canna be apath to christian
growth or evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. This
pradice anong non-christians gives further prove that the
present day ecstatic utterances of tongues-spe&king is of
the devil and na God.

F. Weshoud keegp in mind that one of the devil's devicesis
to counterfeit the things of God and thereby deceve people.
The tongues movement is no doulh something the devil has
widely used.



