PRECIOUS TRUTHS WHICH ARE TYPIFIED IN CERTAIN O.T.
PROVISIONS (Continued)

E. The Thingswe seeTypified in the Cities of Refuge which God
Provided for the Manslayer (Num. 359-28; Josh. 2Q1-9).

1. Inthe provision d these dtieswe can seethe provision
which God has made for the guilty and condemned sinner.

a. Noticethese dties of refuge were provided as places
of safety for the personwho had caused the deah of
ancther unintentionally. According to the law if aman
kill ed anather man he was guilty and condemned and it
required him to pay the penalty by forfeiting his own
life (Ex. 2112 Gen. 96). Evenif aworker
acddentally dropped a stone or objed uponanother
worker and it killed him, the law demanded life for
life (Ex. 21:23). In providing these aties of refuge
Godin gracemade adiff erence so that those who were
justly condemned might be spared.

b. Thisistypicd of Gods provision d graceto all those
who are guilty and justly condemned by the law.
There'srefuge in the Lord Jesus Christ for al thase
whofleeto Him (Rom. 3:23; Gal. 3:10-13).

2. Inthe nedd to fleeinto ore of these dtieswe can see
the nead for the guilty and condemned sinner to fleeto
Christ.

a. Notice even though the killi ng was acadental the
manslayer had to fleefor refuge in ore of the aties
provided. Aslong as he was outside of the aty the
avenger of bloodcould owertake him (35:11,12 26:27).
The arenger of bloodin the O.T. was the representative
and administrator of the avil law. Hewould be a
courterpart of the sheriffsin ou day.



b. Thispictureis  typicad of our neal to fleeto Christ
for refuge. Outside of Him we dl stand as guilty
sinners and condemned by the law and the law isonthe
trail of every sinner to slay him (Ezek. 184;
Rom. 6:23; Jn. 336; James 2:10). Thosewhofail to
findrefugein Christ are eventuall y overtaken by the
law which resultsin physicd deah aswell as
spiritual deah (Rom. 6:23; Rev. 21:8)

3. Inthe acceshility of these dtieswe can seejust how
accessgblethe Lord Jesusisto every guilty sinner.

a. Noticethreeof these atieswerelocaed onthe eat
side of the Jordan River andthree dties were locaed
west of the Jordan (35:13,14. They were dl clealy
marked so that everyone knew where the neaest city
was. There may have been signpacststo pant out the

way to them and the gates was no doulh open day and
night.

b. Thisis 0 typicd of the acceswhich the guilty
sinner hasto Christ. No matter how far a person
has goneinto sin he can see ad find the One who was
lifted upfor him and ded for him to provide him
eterna refuge (Jn. 1232). Every guilty and vile
sinner is extended an invitation (Rom. 109-13;
Rev. 2217). Andtheway to Christ isclealy pub
licized and marked. Godis ever painting the guilty
sinner to Christ through preaders and evangeli sts,
through the gody examples of others and through
diff erent experiences which pant out the danger and
the dispair without Him.

4. Inthe urgency to enter into these dtieswe can seethe
urgent nead for every lost sinner to fleeto Christ
(35:6,11).

a. Noticethe mandayer had notime to wait around, e
had to fleefor hislife and hs sfety lay in
reading a aty of refuge. To hang aroundandtry to
argue hisinnoccence meant deah.



b. The neal to fleeto Christ isan urgent matter. While
some people poke aoundand try to argue their innocence
and spurn the graceof God they are overtaken by the
sentence of the law for sin which is deah and they die
intheir sins (Jn. 824). Noticetheinvitationto
come to Christ isan urgent offer (Luke 14:17;
Isa. 1:18; Il Cor. 6:2; Heb. 37,15).

5. Inthe dedsionto enter into these dtieswe can seethe
neel to recave Christ personally and ke "in Him".

a. Noticeit was nat enough to get nea a aty of refuge,
the guilty manslayer had to enter through the gates
of the aty.

b. Thisistypicd of the curse that so many lost sinners
follow. They arelike King Agrippa and are dmost
persuaded to recave Christ but they dorit. Some ae
convicted and seetheir need bu that's as far as they

ever get. To be dmost saved isto be completely lost.
Noticethere'sadoa of refuge through which we must
passby faith (Jn. 112; 3:36; 6:40; 10:9).

6. Inthe safety of these datieswe can seethe seaurity of the
believer in Christ.

a. We seewhen the mandlayer readed a aty of refuge he
was sfe. (35:12

Then he was judged acmrding to certain judgments
(35:16-24). Andif delivered he was restored to the
city of refuge and there he &ode until the deah of
the high priest (35:25).

b. This sfety in the aty of refugeistypicd of the
safety and seaurity that we have in Christ (Rom. 8:1).
And sinceour High Priest ever liveth we ae safein
Jesus for evermore (Heb. 7:25; Rev. 1:18)



c. Noticewhileit may seem from verses 26-28 that there
IS ome question abou our seaurity in Christ,. these
verses must be seen in their O.T. context. This
particular linein thistype caana apply to the
seaurity of the believer in Christ. Thisisawell
established dactrine in the Scriptures (Jn. 1028;
5:24). Once ayjain we shoud nae that doctrineis not
built on parables or type. These can and dorichly
enhanceN.T. doctrinal truths.

7. In the names of these dties we can seesome wonderful
provisionsfor al ;those who arein Christ.

a. NoticeKedesh (Kadesh) signifies omething "haly"
(Josh. 2Q7) or "set gpart”. Thisistypicd of the
pasition and cdli ng which every believer hasin
Christ (Eph. 14; 5:27; | Thess 4:7).

b. The name Shedhem (Josh. 2Q7) means the "shouder or
placeof burden”. For the guilty manslayer his burden
of guilt would fall from his shouders as he entered the
city of refuge. Thisistypicd of the burden of sin
andits guilt from which the believer in Christ is
delivered (Isa. 10:27; Il Cor. 1:10).

c. The name Hebron (Josh 2Q7) signifies "asociation a
aliance'. This might well apply to fellowship with
God. Outside of Hebron there was no ali ance so ouside
of Christ thereis nofellowship with God for the guilty
sinner. But natice"in Christ" we have fell owship with
God (Eph. 213,23 | Jn. 17).

d. Bezer (:Josh. 208) signifies "fortificaion". The
guilty sinner inside the aty of refuge was fortified
and nahing could harm him there. Notice athe dty
of refuge offered protedion from the enemy so dcesthe
Lord Jesusto al thosein Him (Jn. 1028,29
Rom. 8:33-39).

e. Ramoth (Josh. 208) signifies"heights'. Andjust
as the manslayer was lifted ou of condemnation and
deah so thosein Christ have been lifted upinto
spiritual life and heavenly placesin Him
(In. 524; Eph. 24-6).



f. Golan (Josh. 2Q8) signifies"a drcle" or something
complete. Thisiswhat we & believersarein Christ
(Col. 210). Wedont need to doanything to add to
our salvation a insure our seaurity. Christ Himself
finished the work of redemption (Jn. 1930;; Heb. 1.3).
Andwe ae kept by the power of God and preserved in Our
Lord Jesus (I Pet. 1:3-5; Jude 1).



